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EDITORIAL. 


The letter of Mr. W. C. Eaton, printed in another part of this number, 
and our reply thereto, brings us to the entire question of the establishment 
of the S. S, S. S., or Society for the Suppression of Speculative Stamps. In 
our answer to Mr. Eaton, we have outlined the real purposes of the associa- 
tion, and a review of its first circular offers an excellent opportunity to show 
the methods by which the society intends to work. In the circular in ques- 
tion, collectors are warned against the following as unworthy of recognition: 
the Chinese local issues, the San Antonio jubilee stamps issued in Portugal 
last month and the surcharges for North Borneo and Labuan on the one 
dollar stamps of North Borneo. 

As to the Chinese locals, the article already referred to will give our 
reasons for sustaining the position of the society. The San Antonio issue of 
Portugal was issued for no other purpose than to obtain revenue for- the 
bankrupt treasury of Portugal, as the circular authorizing the issue distinctly 
states that the Post Office Department shall receive, on account of the San 
Antonio stamps sold within the limited period of their issue, only an amount 
equal to its usual rec eipts for stamps on the corresponding days; the rest of 
the proceeds are to be turned over to the government for a monument or 
some similar purpose. We have no doubt that St. Anthony of Padua was a 
very honorable gentleman, but if philatelists did not take early steps against 
the perpetuating of saints by means of complete series of postage stamps, we 
should soon have to issue separate albums to contain the labels issued in 
commemoration of the many thousands of men and women who have been 
canonized in the Catholic church. The pictures on the St. Anthony stamps 
are pretty, and would be very attractive if not tabooed by the good sense of 
the! philatelic world. 

As to the last proscription of the society, viz., the Labuan and Borneo 
surcharges, they can be dismissed with a few words. It has been stated by 
the agent who has for years had the monopoly of the disposal of the re- 
mainders of the stamps of the North Borneo Co., that people might as _ well 
buy. these surcharges from him in London, as none would be obtainable in 
Labuan or Borneo anyway. ‘This expression alone so evidently stamps these 
productions as unworthy the attention of any stamp collector that any 
further discussion of them would be useless waste of time. 
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While we are on the question of the S. S. S. S., we would suggest that 
our friends in England make a determined effort to stop the British Govern- 
ment from making compound and other envelopes to order. The varieties 
and combinations issued in the past without any postal necessity are bad 
enough, but we now hear the appalling news that all the dies have been 
changed by the insertion of a fleuron in the date plugs. As a natural 
consequence, unless somebody interferes, we would receive an entire outfit 
of the various combinations of compound envelopes made from the new dies. 


* * * * 


The best evidence of the wonderful increase in interest as well as_ sta- 
bility in the stamp business is furnished by the recent sale by the Belgian 
Government of 2400 5 fr. stamps which were discovered in the post office 
department and which were of no use for postal purposes, as they had been 
demonetised some time before. Five years ago, such a quanity of a rare 
stamp would have smashed the market beyond recognition, and if then put 
up at auction would certainly have realized far less than face value. Last 
month, when the sale took place, four bids were received averaging over 


13 fr. for each stamp, and they were finally sold at the rate of 15 fr. each, or 
Fr. 36,000 for the lot. 


* * * * 


We find that we must again refer to the all-engrossing subject of the 
S. S. S. S., and we recommend to their attention certain issues with which 
we are threatened. 


Peru intends to issue a commemorative set on Sept. 10, available only 
for that day. Up to the present the object of the issue has not been stated, 
but we suppose it is to celebrate some revolution which will take place in the 
next five or ten years, 


Uruguay, on October 8th, intends to issue three special stamps on the 
occasion of the unveiling of the monument of Joaquin Suarez. 

The pious Postmaster General of Belgium proposes to issue, next year, 
special sets for Liege and Brussels, and it would be rather appropriate, if the 


issues can not be stopped, if he supplied the stamps with a photograph of 
himself adorned with celestial wings. 


* * * * 


Our esteemed contemporary, Zhe Philatelic Monthly and World, slips 
up rather badly in its July number, In the first place, it states that the 2d, 
newspaper stamps of Grenada are obsolete. As far as we can see, these 
stamps must have become obsolete before they were issued, as Grenada has 
never had any newspapers stamps. 

Again, it states that the Cuba 2% c blue is a changeling produced from 
the 2% c violet. It may be very well that the specimens that our E, C. has 
seen were changelings, but we can assure him that the 2% c blue really 
exists and we have seen an entire half sheet unused with full gum which 
could not under any circumstances have been changed from violet. 
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A CATALOGUE FOR ADVANCED COLLECTORS 
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POSTAGE STAMPS, STAMPED ENVELOPES AND WRAPPERS, 
COMPILED FROM THE MOST RECENT AUTHORITIES AND INDIVIDUAL RESEARCH 
BY 
HENRY COLLIN ano HENRY L. CALMAN, 

( Continued. ) 


ROYAL MAIL STEAM PAG KET genuine stamps. The general appearance of 


the counterfeits is blurred, while the genuine 


. a. are finely engraved stamps. 
COMPANY: 
CURRENCY: 100 CENTS=$1.00. 
RUSSIA. 
ADHESIVE STAMPS. 
March, 1875. CURRENCY: 100 KOPEKS==I RUBLE= 50¢ 
Engraved on white wove paper. Size 18% U. S. CuRRENCY, 


22234 mm. ADHESIVE STAMPS, 


January Ist, 1858. 


Typographed on thick white wove paper, 
lightly coated. The coat of arms in the cen- 
tre is embossed in white on colored ground. 

Size 164(x22% mm. 


Watermarked 





Perforated 12%. 
I roc rose 


These stamps prepaid mail matter carried 
by the vessels of the Company between the 
following places in the West Indies: Curagao, 
Santo Domingo, Puerto Plata and Puerto Ca- 
bello, and were used till about the year 1880, 
when they were discontinued. Some cata- 
logues mention this stamp as printed in blue, 
but we can state on the best authority that 
the stamp was never issued in any other color 
than rose. 


COUNTERFEITS. 


Lithographed forgeries exist printed in both 
rose and blue, and perforated 11. They are 
easily distinguished by the perforation and 
by the number of the lines below the flag, 
which in the genuine number 18, while in 
the counterfeits there are only 10, In the 
forgeries the top of the flagstaff touches the k f 
frame of the circle, which it does not in the 1 10k brown, centre blue 
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January roth, 1858. 


Same type, impression and paper as pre- 
ceding issue, the watermark being I, 2 or 3, 
according to the value, the 10 kopeks a 
an 


watermarked ‘‘1,” the 20 kopeks ‘‘2 
the 30 kopeks ‘‘3.” 





I, Thick wove paper. 
Perforated 14%xI5. 
2 10k brown, centre blue 


II. Thin wove paper. 
Perforated 14%4xI5. 


3 10k brown, centre b!ue 
4 20k blue, centre orange 
5 30k rose, centre green 


November oth, 1858. 

Same type, impression and paper as pre- 
ceding issue. Unwatermarked, 

I, Thick white wove paper. 

Perforated 12%. 

6 10k bistre, centre pale blue 

7 10k brown, centre blue 

II. Thin white paper. 

Perforated 12%. 


8 1ok brown, centre blue 

9 1ok red brown, centre blue 
10 20k blue, centre orange 
II 30k rose, centre green 
July, 1864. 


A. Same type as preceding issue, typo- 
graphed on white wove paper, heavily coated. 
Unwatermarked. 


I. Thick paper. 


Perforated 12%. 
12 10k brown, centre blue 


II. Thin paper, 


Perforated 12%. 


13 10k brown, centre blue 
Variety: Imperforate. 
14 10k brown, centre blue 
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B. Typographed on thin white wove paper, 
heavily coated, The groundwork of each 
stamp consists of small numerals correspond- 
ing to the value of the stamp, repeated many 
times, Unwatermarked. Size 164x223 
mm, 





Perforated 12%. 
15 1k yellow and black 
16 3k green and black 
17 5k lilac and black 


The difference between the lightly and 


heavily coated stamps is that the latter can 
not stand the slightest contact with water 
without losing their color. 


June, 1865. 
Same type as preceding issue, typographed 
on white wove paper heavily coated. 
I. Thick paper. 
Perfora'ed 14%xI5. 
18 1k yellow and black 
19 1k orange and blick 
20 3k green and black 
21 5k lilac and black 
22 5k pearl gray and black 
23 10k red brown, centre blue 
24 20k blue, centre orange 
25 30k rose, centre green 


II. Thin paper. 
Perforated 14%xI5. 


26 tk yellow and black 

27 1k orange and black 

28 3k green and black 

29 5k lilac and black 

30 5k pearl gray and black 

3t =©10k red brown, centre blue 

32 20k blue, centre orange 

33 30k rose, centre green 

Variety ; Centre printed in green instead 

of blue. 

34 10k red brown, centre green 


September, 1866, 
Same type as preceding issue. Typo- 
graphed on white laid paper, heavily coated. 
Perforated 14%xI5. 
35 5k lilac and blue 
36 ~=©10k red brown, centre blue 


37 20k blue, centre orange 
38 30k rose, centre green 





onc web ac tieas egy! 


Liban 


ES Ais SP 





& 
£ 








isaleieaa shes a. bibles 








) 
‘ 
j 
' 


1868-1871, 


Same type as preceding issue. 
marked horizontal wavy 


Typographed on white horizontally laid paper. 
lines from 5 to 40 mm. apait and double lined Russian capitals 
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Water- 


9. 3. I. B. the initials of the words Jecnequmia Saroropzenia Tocyszapersenunxs Bymars, 


(Office for the preparation of State papers.) 
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Perforated 14%xI5. 
39 Ik yellow and black 
40 Ik orange and black 
4! 3k green and black 
42 3k yellow green and black 
43 5k redd sh lilac and black 
44 5k gray lilac and black 
45 10k brown, centre blue 
46 20k blue, centre orange 
47 30k carmine, centre green 
Varieties : 
a. Vertically laid paper. 
48 tk yellow and black 
49 1k orange and black 
50 3k green and black 
51 3k yellow green and black 
52 5k reddish lilac and black 
53 5k gray lilac and black 
54 +10k brown, centre blue 
55 20k blue, centre orange 
56 30k carmine, centre green 
b. Groundwork of the 5 kopek 
used by error on the 3 kopek. 
57 3k green and black (error in the 


stamp 


groundwork) 
c. Imperforate. 
58 Ik orange and black 


59 3k green and black 

60 5k lilac and black 
1875-1881, 
Same type, paper and watermark as pre- 

<eding issue. Paper lightly coated. 

Perforated 14x15. 

61 1k deep yellow and black 

62 3k blue green and black 

63 5k lilac and black 

64 10k brown, centre blue 

65 20k blue, centre orange 

66 30k rose, centre green 


Varieties : Vertically laid paper, 
67 1k deep yellow and black 
68 3k blue green and black 
69 sk lilac and black 
70 ~+=10k brown, centre blue 
71 20k blue, centre orange 
72 30k rose, centre green 


July rst, 1875. 


Typographed on horizontally laid white 
paper, lightly coated, Watermarked as in 
the preceding issue. The 2 kopeks is of 
the same type as the r, 3 and 5 kopeks of 
the preceding issue ; the 8, to and 20 kepeks 
are of similar type to the 10, 20 and 30 
kopeks of the preceding issue, but the in- 
scription at the bottom is straight instead of 
curved, 





Perforated 14%4xtIs. 
73 2k red and black 
74 2k deep red and black 
75 8k gray, centre rose 
76 10k red brown, centre blue 
77. + 20k blue, centre orange 
Varieties; 
a. Vertically laid paper. 
78 2k red and black 
79 8k gray, centre rose 
b. Inverted centre. 
80 rok red brown, centre blue 
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c. The T in the Russian word at the bot- 
tom has a small piece added to the left 
branch, so as to give the letter the appear- 
ance of a cross. 

81 20k blue, centre orange 

d. Imperforate, 

82 2k red and black 

83 8k gray, centre rose 

March 31st, 1879. 

Same type, impression, paper and water- 
mark as the 8 kopek stamp of the preceding 
issue, 

Perforated 14%4xI5. 


84 7k gray, centre rose 
85 7k gray black, centre rose 
Varieties: 
a. Vertically laid paper. 
86 7k gray black, centre rose 
b, Imperforate. 
87 7k gray black, centre rose 

December 26th, 1883. 

Typographed on white laid paper, lightly 
coated. Watermarked wavy lines and parts 
of letters. The type of the 1, 2, 3, 5 and 7 
kopeks is similar to that of the 1 kopek of 
the preceding issue, but without the small 
numerals in the groundwork. The type of 
the 14, 35 and 70 kopeks is similar to the 
10 kopeks of the first issue, but with the in- 
scriptions at the bottom in white letters on a 
colored ground. The 3% and 7 ruble 
stamps are of a new design. Sizes: I, 2, 3, 5 
and 7 kopeks, 16%{x224% mm.; 14, 35 and 
70 kopeks, 16%x22% mm.; 3% and 7 
rubles, 2434x29 mm. 





I. Horizontally laid paper. 
Perforated 1434xI5. 

88 1k orange 

89 1k yellow 

go 2k dark blue green 

gt 2k light blue green 

92 2k yellow green (1888) 


93 3k carmine 
94 5k violet 
95 5k pale violet 
96 7k blue 
97 7k dark blue 
g8 14k blue, centre rose 
99 35k lilac, centre green 
100 70k brown, centre orange 
Varieties: 
a. Imperforate. 
IOI Ik yellow 
102 2k dark blue green 
103 3k rose 
104 7k blue 
105 14k blue, centre rose 
b, Groundwork inverted. 


106 4k blue 
c, Centre inverted. 
107 14k blue, centre rose 


II. Vertically laid paper. 
Perforated 13. 


108 3r 50k gray and black 
109 7r orange and black 

Variety : Horizontally laid paper. 
IIo 3r 50k gray and black 

May 14th, 1889. 

Typographed on white horizontally laid 
paper, lightly coated, watermarked wavy 
lines and parts of letters, In the 20, 50 
kopeks and 1 ruble stamps the central oval 
and the figures of value are in different colors 
from the remainder of the stamp, Sizes: 
kopek values, 1514x214 mm.,; 1 ruble, 21% 
x2534 mm. 





1° Perforated 14%. 
Ii! 4k rose 
112. 10k indigo blue 
113 20k blue, centre red 
114 50k mauve, centre green 
2° Perforated 13. 
115 Ir dark brown, centre orange 
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1890-94. 
™ Same type as corresponding values of the 
issues of 1883-89, with the addition of two 
thunderbolts across the post horns below the 
eagle. Typographed on white horizontally 
laid paper, lightly coated. Watermarked 
wavy lines and purts of letters. 





1° Perforated 14%. 


116 tk orange 

117 1k yellow 

118 2k yellow green 
119 3k carmine 

120 5k violet 

121 7k blue 


122 14k blue, centre rose 
123. 35k lilae, centre green 
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Varieties; Imperforate. 


124 2k yellow green 
125 7k blue 
2° Perforated 13. 


126 3r 50k gray and black 
127 7r orange and black 
Adhesive stamps for local use in the 
cities of Moscow and St. Petersburg. 
July, 1863. 


Typographed on white wove paper, heavily 
coated. Size 16x22 mm, 





Perforated 12%. 
201 5k blue and black 


ENVELOPES. 


December Ist, 1848. 
Stamp embossed on upp2r 


coat of arms with quadrilie work around, 


flap ; coarse yellowish gray white paper ; 


watermarked 
There are three types of the eagle; in the 


first one the space between the neck and the right w:ng ends in a po‘nt; in the second it 


is rounded, and in the third it ends in a square. 
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2° Size I40xIIO mm. 
303 ~=—« rok black 
304 20k pale blue 
305 20k blue 
306 =. 20k _ black blue 

3° Size 143x116 mm. 
307 30k rose 
308 30k carmine 
309 «=. 30k red brown 

The sizes given for the early issues are 

a only approximate, as differences exist, vary- 
1° Size 136x107 mm. ing between 2mm. more and 2 mm. less 


= a — than the given size. 





March, 1849. 
Stamp embcssed cn the upper flap; on coarse yellowish gray white paper. Water- 
marked as in preceding issue. 
318 30k deep rose 
4° Size 123x90 mm. 
319 ~—s 10k black 
5° Size 142x84 mm. 
320 ~=— tok black 
Varieties: 
a. Error in size. 
Size 143x116 mm. 
321 20k deep blue 





1° Size 136x107 mm. b. Error in size and type, the type of the 
310 10k black firs tissue being used, 

2° Size 140x110 mm, Size 143x116 mm. 
31m 10k black 322 20k milky blue, white paper 
312 ~=«rok gray black 1855 
313 += 20k pale blue z 
314 20k blue Same type, paper, etc., as preceding issue. 
315 20k deep blue Size 139xIII mm. 
316 20k greenish blue 323. 10k black, white paper 

3° Size 143x116 mm. 324 10kblack, yellowish paper 
317. 30k rose 325 10k black, bluish paper 

1859. 


Stamp same type as preceding issue, embossed on upper flap, on smooth paper, 
watermarked coat of arms in oval frame surrounded by quadrille work. 
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I. Grayish paper in the issue of March, 1849. Coarse grayish 
Size 138x108 mm. white paper. 

326 ~=10k black Size 136x85 mm, 

327 10k gray black 340 tok black 


B. Same type as issue of 1849, but water- 


II. Greenish blue paper : - 
marked as in the issue of 1859. 


Size 138x108 mm. 


328 rok black I, Smooth grayish paper. 
329 ~=—s 10k gray black 1° Size 120x76 mm. 
III, White wove paper. 341 rok black — 
1° Size 138x108 mm. ; Variety: Stamp inverted. 
330 ~=3>:s 'ok_ black 342 tok black 


2° Size 133x8§ mm. 
343 10k black 
344 ~=«+Tok gray black 


331 rok gray black 


2° Size 143x116 mm. 
332 , 20k pale blue 


333 20k deep blue 3° Size 142x84 mm. 

334 20k greenish blue 345 10k black 

335 20k ultramarine 346 10k gray black 

336 30k vermilion II. Smooth bluish white paper. 
337. 30k deep vermilion Size 120x76 mm, 

338 30k brick red 347 10k black 


Variety: Error of type, the type of the 348 10k gray black 
first issue having been used. 
339 ©. 20k _ ultramarine om 

December, 1868 Size 126x76 mm, 
= , - 349 ~=«+10k black 

A. Same type, paper and watermark as 350 10k gray black 

1862, 

Stamp same type as preceding issue, embossed on upper flap; smooth bluish white 
paper ; watermark sim: lar to that of the 1859 issue, but with the post horns turned almost 
upright, 


III. Smooth white paper. 


XOX 
BEEK, 

LILLIA. 
SEEEESEDIEOSLE 
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XOCOL MAYAVAVA 
MOON \ QW 
AW xX) AY WAY 
v Se, OX 
4S q < ¢* 
AY y}: 
1° Size 119x77 mm. 3° Size 136x105 mm 
351 10k black 353. +rok black 
2° Size 138x88 mm. 4° Size 138x108 mm. 
352 10k black 3£4 ~=—«tok black 
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5° Size 142x84 mm. 
355 10k black 
6° Size 142x113 mm. 
356 20k blue 
357 20k bright blue 
December Ist, 1868. 


A. Stamp embossed in upper left corner on 
white wove paper. 





I, Flaps rounded. 


1° Size 140x110 mm. 
358 10k brown 
359 10k pale brown 
360 20k blue 
361 30k carmine 


2° Size 145x80 mm. 
362 10k brown 
363 20k blue 
364 30k carmine 


3° Size 140x57 mm. 
365 10k brown 
366 20k blue 
367 30k carmine 


4° Size 112x73 mm, 
368 tok brown 
369 ©=.20k blue 
370 30k carmine 


II. Lower and side flaps pointed. 
Size 140xI10 mm. 

37t rok brown 

372 20k blue 

373 30k carmine 


B. Stamp similar to preceding issue, but 
of larger size (19x22 mm ) and with numerals 
of value larger. Embossed in upper left 
corner on white wove paper. 


1° Size 140xII0 mm. 
374 30k carmine 
2° Size 145x80 mm. 
375 30k carmine 
3° Size 140x57 mm, 
376 30k carmine 
4° Size 113x73 mm. 
377 30k carmine 
These envelopes were only essays brought 
into use by error. 
May, 1869. 


Stamp typographed in upper left corner, 
on white wove paper, 
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1° Size 140x110 mm. 
378 5k rose violet 
2° Size 145x80 mm. 
379 5k rose violet 
3° Size 140x57 mm. 
380 5k rose violet 
4° Size 113x73 mm. 
381 5k rose violet 
January Ist, 1870. 


Stamp typographed in upper left corner, on 
white wove paper. 





1° Size I40x110 mm, 


382 5k carmine 
2° Size 145x80 mm. 
383 5k carmine 


3° Size 140x57 mm. 
384 5k carmine 

4° Size 113x73 mm. 
385 5k carmine 

January, 1872. 

Stamp of same type as corresponding 
values of the issue of December tst, 1868, 
and January Ist, 1870, prin'ed in upper right 
corner, on white wove paper. 

1° Size 140x110 mm. 
386 5k carmine 
387. 10k brown 
388 20k blue 
389 30k carmine 


2° Size 145x80 mm. 
390 5k carmine 
391 10k brown 
392 20k blue 
393 30k carmine 

Variety ; Double impression. 

394 10k brown 

3° Size 140x57 mm. 
395 skcarmine ~« 
390 10k brown 


4° Size 113x73 mm. 
397 5k carmine 
398 10k brown 
July, 1875. 
Stamp similar to preceding issue, but with 
the letters of the inscription larger and only 
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two words instead of three. Embossed in 
upper right corner, on white wove paper, 





1° Size 140x110 mm. 


399 5k violet 
400 5k red violet 
401 8k gray 
402 10k brown 
403 10k deep brown 
404 20k blue 
Variety : Double impression of stamp. 

405 8k gray 

2° Size 145x80 mm. 
406 5k violet 
407 sk red violet 
408 8k gray 
409 ~=610k brown 
410 10k deep brown 
411 20k blue 

3° Size 140x57 mm. 
412 8k gray 

4° Size 113x73 mm. 
413 8k gray 


April Ist, 1879. 


Same type, impression and paper as the 
preceding issue. 


1° Size 140xIIO mm. 
414 7k gray 
415 7k gray black 

2° Size 145x80 mm, 
416 7k gray 
417 7k gray black 

3° Size 140x57 mm. 
418 7k gray 
419 7k gray black 

4° Size 113x73 mm. 
420 7k gray 
421 7k gray black 


February 23d, 1880. 
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KON: 


KON: 


nas . A. Issue of January, 1872. 

Provisional issue. a 

- 5 - . o Size 140x110 mm. 

Envelopes of the issues of 1872 and 1875 492 7k on 10k brown, red surcharge, 1st 
surcharged in red below the stamp with the variety F 
new value, as per illustration. There are : = 
three varieties of the surcharge. First var- B. Issue of July, 1875. 
iety: The second letter has thehorizontal bar 1° Size 140x110 mm. 
longer at the right than at the left, andthe 423 7k on 8k gray, red surcharge, 2nd 
K is close to the 0, Second variety. The variety 
left side of the bar is wider thanthe right 424 7k on 10k brown, red surcharge, Ist 
side, the K is further from the 0. Third variety 
variety: The horizontal bar of the second let- 425 7k on 10k brown, red surcharge, 3rd 
ter is higher than in the other two varieties; variety 
the numeral 7 has a decided upward curve 426 7k on 20k blue, red surcharge, 1st 


at the bottom. 


variety 
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2° Size 145x80 mm. 
427 7k on 8k gray, red surcharge, Ist 


variety 

428 7k on 8k gray, red surcharge, 2nd 
variety 

429 7k on 10k brown, red surcharge, Ist 
variety 

430 7k on 10k deep brown, red surcharge, 
Ist variety 

Varieties: 


a. The left branch of the H is shorter than 
the right one. 
431 7k on 8k gray, red surcharge, 2nd 
variety 
b. The upper end of the vertical branch of 
the 7 is almost on a level with the horizontal 
stroke. 
432 7k on 8k gray, red surcharge, 2nd 
variety 
3° Size 140x57 mm. 
433 7k on 8k gray, red surcharge, Ist 
variety 


4° Size 113x73 mm. 
434 7k on 8k gray, red surcharge, Ist 


variety 
435 7k on 8k gray, red surcharge, 2nd 
variety 
1884-1888. 


Stamp typographed in upper right corne, 
on colored paper. Watermarked wavy line, 





I. Cream paper. 


1° Size 140x110 mm. 
436 5k violet (January, 1885) 
437 7k pale blue (February 6th, 1884) 
2° Size 145x80 mm. 
438 5k violet 
439 7k pale blue 
Varieties: 
a. Double impression of stamp, the second 
below the first. 
440 7kx7k pale blue 
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b. Double impression of stamp, the second 
in lower left corner. 
441 7kx7k pale blue 
3° Size r40x58 mm. 
442 5k violet (January, 1885) 
443 7k pale blue (April, 1884) 
4° Size 113x73 mm, 
444 5k violet (January, 1885) 
445 7k pale blue (April, 1884) 
5° Size 145x120 mm. 
446 5k violet (March, 1888) 
447 7k pale blue (March, 1888) 
6° Size 114x80 mm, 
448 7k pale blue (March, 1888) 
II. Blue paper. 
1° Size 140xIIo mm, 
449 14k deep blue 
2° Size 145xS0 mm. 
450 14k deep blue 
3° Size 14¢x57 mm, 
451 14k deep blue 
September 2d, 1889. 


Stamp typographed in upper right corner 
on colored paper. Watermarked wavy lines. 





I. Cream paper. 
1° Size 145x80 mm. 
452 tok blue 
2° Size 145x120 mm. 
453 10k blue 


II. Blue paper. 
1° Size 145x80 mm. 
454 20k blue 
2° Size 145x120 mm. 
455 20k blue 

November, 1889-1892. 

Type of stamp similar to that of preceding 
issue, but with thunderbolts across the post 
horns below the eagle. Typographed in 
upper right corner on cream paper. Water- 
marked wavy lines. 


1° Size 145x80 mm. 
456 5k violet 
457 7k blue : 
2° Size 140x57 mm. 
458 5k violet 
459 7k blue 
3° Size 145xI20 mm. 
460 5k violet 
461 7k blue 
4° Size 114x80 mm. 
462 5k violet 
463 7k blue 
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Envelopes and letter sheets fcr local 
use in the cities of Moscow and St. 
Petersburg. 


Moscow, 
ENVELOPES. 
January, 1846. 
Stamp typographed in upper right or lower 
left corner, on white wove paper. The trans- 
lation of the inscription on the stamp is 


‘Moscow City Post, for letter 5 kopeks, for 
envelope 1 kopek.” 





I, Stamp in upper right hand corner. 
1° Size 140xIIO mm, 


501 5k red 
2° Size 130x84 mm. 
502 5k red 


3° Size 104x75 mm. 
503 5k red 
II. Stamp inverted in ]ower left corner. 
Size 111x84 mm. 
504 5k red 


St. Petersburg, 


I. Letter sheet with envelope attached. 

December, 1845. 

Stamp of the same type as for the city of 
Moscow, typographed in upper right corner 
on yellowish white wove paper. In the 
inscription the word Moscow has been re- 
placed by the letters s P B in Russian charac- 
ters. 





Size of letter sheet, 170x213 mm. 
Size of envelope, 86x48 mm, 
505 5k dark blue 
II, Envelopes. 
December, 1845. 
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Stamp same type as on letter sheet, em- 
bossed in upper right corner on yellowish 
white wove paper. 


1° Size 133x84 mm, 


506 5k prussian blue 
507 5k pale blue 
508 5k dark blue 


2° Size 113x74 mm. 
509 5k dark blue 
1863. 
Stamp of the same type as preceding issue, 
but inverted in lower left corner. 
1° Size 170xt13 mm. 
510 5k dull blue 
511 5k blue 
512 5k ultramarine 
2° Size 146x120 mm. 
513 5k blue 


514 5k ultramarine 
515 5k pale blue 

3° Size 142x83 mm. 
516 sk blue 
517 5k pale blue 


4° Size 136x86 mm, 


518 5k dull blue 
519 5k blue 
520 5k ultramarine 
521 5k pale blue 
5° Size 135x112 mm. 
5k dull blue 


5k ultramarine 
5k pale blue 
» Size 135xIOI mm. 
526 5k dull blue 


numnuw 


23 5k blue 
24 


_— 


527 5k ultramarine 
7° Size 13§x81 mm. 
528 5k ultramarine 


8° Size 122x88 mm, 
529 5k dull blue 
oO 5k ultramarine 
531 5k dark blue 


g° Size 114x75 mm. 
532 5k dull blue 
533 5k ultramarine 
10° Size 86x48 mm, 
534 5k ultramarine 
535 5k dark blue 


1864 
Same as preceding issue, but stamp in 
lower right corner, 
1° Size 133x70 mm. 


536 5k ultramarine 
2° Size 133x84 mm. 
537 5k ultramarine 


> Size 113x74 mm. 
538 5k ultramarine 

4° Size 135x112 mm, 
539 5k dull blue 


WS 
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6° Size 121x86 mm. 


® Size I . 
5° Size 135x10Il mm ses ck dull blue 


540 5k dull blue 
543 5k blue 
541 5k dark blue . 544 5k pale blue 
WRAPPERS. 


é , 1890, ; 
& January, 1890 1° Size 88x376 mm. 

Stamp typographed at the right, on white 701 1k orange 
wove paper. 2° Size 135x380 mm. 
702 2k green 

3° Size 176x144 mm, 

703 2k green 

October, 1890, 

Same as preceding issue, with three lines 
of inscriptions below the stamp. 
1° Size 135x380 mm, 

704 2k green 
2° Size 176x144 mm, 
705 2k green 


i} 





CATALOGUE OF THE RUSSIAN RURAL STAMPS. 


By WILLIAM HERRICK. 





PORCHOFF- (Pskoff) 


January, 1876. Perforated 11%. 
Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 3 5k dark Prussian blue 


size 19x28% mm. 4 5k light dull blue 


PRILOUKY (Poltava) 


1879?. 


Black on colored wove paper, lithographed, 
size 2044x234 mm. 





I 5k dull purple 
2 5k bright mauve 
1887, 
Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 
size 18x29% mm. 





I 5k black on pale magenta 
January ?, 1887. 
Black on colored wove paper, lithographed, 
size 20%x23% mm. 
4 types printed in two horizontal rows; in 
the subsequent issues the relative position of 
the types is changed and the spacing varies. 














2 ED balan steerer 


eabtnteniiastl tiene > 














AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 
































2 5k black on pale pink 
March 1st, 1887. 
Same, color changed. 
3 5k black on blue 
1888. 
Same, color changed. 
4 5k black on pale mauve 
January, 1889, 
Same, color changed. 
2 5k black on blue green 
6 5k black on yellow green 
1889. 
Same, color changed. 
7 5k black on light pink 
18oqI. 


Same, color changed. 
8 5k black on brown 


1893. 
Same, color changed. 
9 5k black on purple 


January 1, 1871, 


Color,on white wove paper, engraved. 





I 5k dark purple 
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1871. 


Color on white wove paper, engraved, size 
I9x29 mm, 





2 5k dark purple 
3 5k purplish gray 
January, 1877, 
Color on white wove paper, engraved, size 
19%4x29 mm, 





4 5k bright mauve 
Variety: Téte béche, 


5 5k bright mauve 


° 4 


1878 ?, 


~ 


Same, rouletted. 
6 5k bright mauve 
1881. 


Black on white wove paper, engraved, size 
19x28 mm, 





7 3k black 
Variety: Téte béche. 
8 3k black 
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In the last three issues the leopard’s tail is 
curved like an s. 

1886, 

Black on white wove paper, engraved, size 
18%4x28 mm. 

The leopard’s tail is almost straight ; this 
stamp has an outer line, 





Perforated 12%. 


9 3k black 
Variely: Téte béche. 
10 3k black 


January 1, 1891. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 


size 18x22% mm. 








Perforated 11%. 


II Ik green 
12. 10k vermilion 
April 27, 1892. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 


size 17%4x23mm. 








Perforated 11,4. 
13 5k brown, blue and black 
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November, 1892. 
Same as prev ous issue. 

14 1k brown, blue, green and black 

15 3k brown, blue, grey and black 

16 10k brown, blue, purple and black 

17 40k brown, blue, pink, red and black J 
Variety: two values joined. S$ 

18 1k brown, blue, green and black x 10k 

brown, blue, purple and black 





RIAJSK. (Riazan.) 


1882 ? 

Black on colored wove paper, type set, size 
2244x22% mm. 

6 types printed in one vertical row show- 
ing only slight differences. 








I 3k b'ack on rose 
1887. 
Black on colored wove paper, type set, size 
22'4%4x22% mm. 
2 types printed side by sides howin gonly 
slight differences. 





2 3k black on rose 
Variety: Téte béche. 
3 3k black on rose 


1892. 


Black on colored wove paper, type set, size 
22%x22% mm. 4 

6 varieties printed in one vertical row show- 
ing two distinct types: 

a. large 3 and a large lower case k, 

b. smaller 3 and small capital kK. 


The three upper stamps are of type a and 
the three lower ones of type b. There are 
besides differences in the corner ornaments, 
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3k black on bright pink, type a 
3k black on bright pink, type b 


RIAZAN 
March roth, 1867. 
Color on yellowish wove paper, 


(Riazan) 


JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 385 


litho- 


let 


graphed, size 40x24mm. In this issue the 
second and third letters of the first word of 
the inscription are wrong, 438 instead of 
€ B; the letters are block capitals. 





I 2k dark blue 
1807? 
Color on yellowish wove paper, litho- 
graphed, similar to previous issue, size 38x23 


mm, The inscriptions of the frame are in 
small Roman capitals, 

2 2k dark blue 

1868 ? 

Color on yellowish wove paper, litho- 


graphed, size 4ox24mm., similar to previous 
issue, but inscriptions of frame in block capitals 





3 2k pale blue 

1872. 

Same, color changed. 

4 2k Prussian blue 

Variety: Téte béche. 

5 2k Prussian blue 

1873. 

Color on thin pinkish wove paper, type 
set, eight varieties printed in two horizontal 
rows, showing two distinct types: a, size 
22x22mm. interior frame, formed of a thin, 
wavy line; b, size 224%x21%mm, interior 
frame, formed of two thin, straight lines; the 
stamps of top row are of typea, tho.e of 
bo!tom row of type b. 
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6 2k purplish gray, type a 
7 2k purplish gray, type b 
Varieties: 
a. types aand b ¢ée béche. 
8 2k purplish gray, types aand b 
b. type b tét: béche, 
9 2k purplish gray, type b 
Same on thick yellowish wove paper. 
10 2k purplish gray, type a 
II 2k purplish gray, type b 
Varieties: 
© a. types a and b tte déche. 
12 2k pu'plirh gr.y, types a and b 
b. type b tte béche, 
13 2k purplish gray, type b 
May, 1874. 
Color on white wove paper, type set. 
6 (?) types. 
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14 2k purplish blue 
End 1875. 


Color on white wove paper, type set, size 
26x25 mm. 6 types‘in two vert cal rows, 






15 2k bluish slate 
1576, 
Color on white wove paper, type set, size 
26x26 mm. 6 types in two vertical rows. 
nes } 


16 2k lilac 
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These last three stamps have stars in only 
two corners of the in‘erior frame; the fol’ ow- 
ing issues have stars in all four corners. 


1877. 
Color on whi'e wove paper, type set, size 
27x26 mm. 6 types. 





17 2k gray 

End 1877. 

Color on thin blu'sh wove paper, tyre set, 
size 26x26% mm. 

Same as previous is ue, six types in one 
vertical row. 


























18 2k yellow green 


January, 1878. 

Color on thin bluish wove p per, type set, 
size 26%x26% mm, 

6 types in one vertical row. This stamp 
and the following ones can be readily dis- 
tinguished from stamps of the previous I:sues 
by the posit on of the stars in the corners of 
the ou'er frame wh ch are placed sideways 
instead of s‘raight as before. 
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19 2k yellow green 
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End 1878. 

Same, color changed, six types in one ver- 
tical row. 
20 2k purple 

January ?, 1879. 

Same, color changed, s'x typ:s in one ver- 
tical row, 
21 2k gold 

POSTAGE DUE STAMPS. 

March roth, 1867. 
Black on yellowish wove paper, 
postaze stamps of same dute. 
51 2k black 

1868? 


Black on yellowish wove piper, same as 
1868 ? postage s‘amp. 
52 2k black 

1872. 

Same, color changed. 
53 2k gold 

Variety: Téte béche. 
54 2k gold 

1873. 

Color on thin pinkish wove pap2r, same as 
1873 postage stamps; eight*varieties. 
55 2k gold, type a 
56 2k gold, type b 

Varieties: 

a. Types a and b ééte béche. 
57 2k gold, types a and b 

b. Type b tte béche, 
58 2k gold, type b 

Same on thick yellowish wove paper, eight 
varieties. 
59 2k gold, type a 
60 2k gold, typ: b 

Varieties: 

a. Types a and b te déche. 
61 2k gold, types a and b 

b. Type b téte déche. 
62 2k gold, type b 

End 1875. 

Color on white wove paper, same a; 1875 
postage stamps; six types. 
63 2k gold 

1876, 

Color on white wove paper, same as 1876 
po tage stamps; six types. 
64 2k silver 

1877. 

Color on white wove paper, same as 1377 
postage stamps; six types. 
‘65 2k greenish yellow 

End 1877. 

Color on white wove paper, same as 1877 
postage stamps; six types. 
66 2k vermilion 

End 1878. 

Color on white wove paper, same a3 1878 
postage stamps; six typ:s. 


same a3 
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67 2« yellow 
January, 1879. 
Color on white wove paper, same as 1879 
postage stamps; s'x types. 
68 2k bronze 
69 2k silver 
70 zk greenish silver 


Variety: 
Perforat -d 12% (unofficially ?) 
71 2k silver 


Suppressed March 1st, 1880. 


RIEFF (Tver) 


February 19'h, 1867. 

Black on yellowish wove paper, type set, 
diameter 26 mm.; several types, some having 
a small star on each sile of the figure of 
value, others w:thout. 























I 2k black 
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1868. 


Color on white wove paper, l:thographed. 





2 2k black 
3 2k blue 
1869 ? 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed, 


Size 19x27 mm. 





4 2k dull red and black 


Same on yellowish wove paper. 


5 2k dull red and black 
1872. 


Color on bluish wove paper, lithographed. 


Size 19x27 mm. 





6 2k dull red and black 
1874. 


Color on yellowish wove paper, 


graphed. Size 19x27% mm. 
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7 2k carmine and black 
8 2k bronze red and black 
1882, 
Color on bluish wove paper, lithographed. 
Size 19 4x27 mm. 














9 2k vermilion and ultramarine 
1883? 
Same. 
Perforated 114. 
IO 2k vermilion and ultramarine 
January, 1887. 
Black on yellowish wove paper, type set, 
d ameter 20% mm.; eight types. 


T zane i mae as sy | 






tI 2k black 
Variety: Téte béche. 

12 2k b'ack 
March toth, 1887. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed. 


Size 19x26 mm. 


ee 





x 


hou Boa. 


Perforated 13. 
13 2k pale green 
May 25th, 1891. 


Color on white wove paper, lithographed. 


Size 19x26% mm, 
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December ?, 1891. 


Round stamp (diam. 19 mm.) printed in 
left upper corner. 





Perfoiated 11%. + beh e: Aus. | 


{4 2k red and gray. 55 3k gold on white wove paper, size 
Variety: Unperforated. 51x16 mm. ‘ 
15 2k red and gray 56 3k gold on white wove paper, size 
There are unperforated proofs of this issue 150x122 mm, R 
printed in various colorsonthin glazed paper 57 3k gold on buff wove paper, size 148x 

. 116 mm. 
ENVELOPES. 58 3k gold on buff wove paper, size 153x 
125 mm. 
1888. 59 3k gold on azure wove paper, size 


148x116 mm. 
3k gold on azure wove paper, size 
153x125 mm, 


Oval stamp printed in left upper corner. 60 


61 3k gold on azure wove paper, size 
151x116 mm. 
62 3k gold on gray granite paper, size 


148x80 mm. 
The interior of the envelope is colored. 
63 3k gold on white laid paper, size 146x 
84 mm., interior green 
64 3k gold on white laid paper, size 146x 
84 mm., interior blue 





SI 3k purple on buff wove paper, size 65 3k gold on white laid paper, size 186x 
148x116 mm. 84 mm., interior rose 

52 3k blue on white laid paper, size 6 3k gold on white laid paper, size 146x 
145x120 mm, 84 mm., interior yellow 

53 3k blue on white laid paper, size 67 3k gold on white laid paper, size 146x 
140x107 mm. 84 mm,, interior lilac 

54 3k blue on white laid paper, size The stamp is printed in right upper corner. 
144x80 mm, 68 3k gold on azure wove paper, size 


148x46 mm. 


THE HIGHER VALUES OF THE 1872 ISSUE OF THE UNITED STATES 


Read before the National Philatelical Society by 
Joun N. Lurr 


I wish to say, as a sort of apologetic preface, that this brief paper is not 
as interesting as I had hoped to makeit. I have been unable to secure certain 
facts and material which I wished to present to your attention. 

The last number of the Post Office says: “There have been assertions 
made by many persons during the last two months that they have discovered 
the marks of the Continental Company on the twenty-four, thirty and ninety 
cents, 1872. The all-sufficient reply to this has been that the Continental 
Co. never made any plates for these values.” This is quite true, and yet 
it is not the whole truth. There are several ways of killing a cat besides 
choking it with cream. And it is possible that transfers from two different 
dies may exist on the same plate and that we may have the stamps of two bank 
note companies in unsevered pairs. We will return to these points later. 
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For a number of years I have been studying stamps and trying to learm 
all I could about them. It has seemed to me both expedient and interesting 
to know how they are made and I have obtained all possible information in 
this direction. Among other things I have learned that plates often wear 
out very rapidily, usually from the grinding effect of the inks used. Mineral 
inks are especially destructive. For the two cents of 1890 no less than 262 
plates were made, during the four years it was in use, for one of which years 
the two cent Columbian was largely printed and required 135 plates. Steel 
plates are very expensive and, if they were to be thrown away whenever they 
become too much worn for further printing, the loss to those using them 
would be serious. To avoid this they are “re-entered,” as it is termed. The 
process of re-entering consists of softening the plate and making fresh and 
deeper impressions of the design. When portions of the plate are not much 
worn it may not be deemed necessary to re-enterand there is nothing in the 
process to compell the whole plate to be so treated. The imprints, plate 
numbers and guide lines for setting the impressions are seldom re-entered. 
The new impressions should occupy exactly thé positions of the old. 
Occasionally they get slightly out of place and a double impression results, 
but these are of the greatest rarity. It has been said that the well kown 
variety of the 5 cents New York with double printing of the value, the 10 
cents 1847 with the words “post orFrice” double, and the variety of the 5 
cents Canada, 1859, are examples of this. I am, however, inclined to con- 
sider them the result of defective transfers in the original making of the 
plate. 

It is claimed that the Continental Bank Note Co. added their secret 
marks to all the dies of the National Bank Note Co. This claim is said to 
be based on records and no one seems inclined to question it. So far, we 
know the markson all but the 15 and 30 cents. I have found some marks on 
the 15 cents which, at the time of discovery, I believed to be the secret 
marks of the Continental Co. but experts in engraving are not inclined to 
agree with me. In each lower corner of the stamp is a small triangle, the 
center of which is composed of crossed horizontal and vertical lines and the 
surrounding frame of four parallel lines. 





On the stamps of the National Bank Note Co. the vertical frame lines 
of the left hand triangle are of equal thickness, but on those of the Con- 
tinental Bank Note Co. the lower ends of these lines are widened. This 
strengthening is rather irregular, being about 24 mm. long on the first and 
third lines, (counting from the left), 234 mm. on the second and barely 1 
mm. onthe fourth. The result is a spot of heavier color which is apparent 
without the aid of a glass. You will notice this difference quite distinctly 
on the proofs and stamps now shown you. It appears to me that these lines 
are very similar to the markings applied to other stamps of the series, But 
the opinion of engravers has been sought and they 1 ronounce the marks 
accidental widenings of the lines, rather than anything intentionally applied. 
They are unable, however, to account for the widening. Whether or not 
these are the secret marks of the Continental Co. they are in the die and are 
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found on the stamps of the Continental and American Companies and not 
on those of the National. And they will serve as well to distinguish the work 
of the former from the latter as any of the accepted marks. 

Since these marks on the 1§ cents are so doubtful and we know none 
on the 30 cents, I shall have to base my further remarks on the 24 and go 
cents.* The article in the Post Office, to which I have before referred, adds: 
“The marks given are a thickening of certain lines in the stars of the two 
stamps. Granting that these marks exist, they are either the result of the 
manner of printing and quality of paper used, or more probably they are, what 
is found for nearly every plate of the United States stamps that has been made, 
stamps from retouched plates.’’ Again I venture to take issue with the writer. 
I do not see any reason that paper or printing should affect one line in a stamp 
more than another; if one comes out fine and clear, all should be so; if one is 
thick and heavy, all should be likewise. Furthermore I do not think any 
plates for U.S. stamps, except some of those issued in 1851-57, were ever 
retouched. The des, however, have been and it is on proofs from the re- 
touched dies that we find the marks of the Continental Co. most distinctly 
3ut in addition to die proofs we have plate proofs and the stamps themselves, 
showing the secret marks. 

In my recent researches on the subject of plate numbers of U. S. stamps 
I have learned that the National Bank Note Co. made plates for the 24, 30 
and go cents, numbered respectively 21, 22 and 23. The Continental Bank 
Note Co. did not make any new plates for these values. Not only did I not 
find any plates for these stamps, but I have completed the list of plates of this 
Company from 1 to 310 inclusive without a missing number There was no 
higher number, for the American Bank Note Co. began with 311. Yet the 
stamps and proofs exist and they can only exist by re-entering. In view of 
the evidence before us I think we must come to this conclusion. It is quite 
possible that all the impressions on a plate were not re-entered and in that 
case we might have the stamps of the two companies in unsevered pairs. The 
scarcity of pairs and blocks, added to the lack of clearness in most of the 
stamps, makes it extremely difficult to find corroborative proof of this idea. 
But | consider that the three pairs of the go cents, which I now place before 
you, show the two varieties, as I have stated. 

It has been asserted that the secret marks for the 24 and go cents, while 
undoubtedly to be found on the die proofs, do not exist on the stamps them- 
selves. I think the stamps I have shown you prove tothecontrary. Un- 
deniably the marks on the stamps lack the emphasis they have on the proofs, 
but they are there, none the less. It is unfortunate that in transferring from 
the dies to the plates the re-enforced lines seem to have been poorly brought 
out. The colors add to the difficulty of distinguishing these lines. But, 
most of all, I think the differences are due to ink and printing. In making 
die proofs very thick, greasy ink is used and the work is done slowly and 
carefully on a hand press. For printing stamps a much thinner ink is used, 
considerable of it is taken up in wiping the plates and the rapid work of 
steam pressess does not allow the paper to thoroughly absorb the remainder. 
It is obvious that the results most differ greatly. As the 24 cents was with- 
drawn in 1875, it is probable that only a limited quantity of them were printed 
by the Continental-Co. This of course adds to the difficulty of finding the 
stamp with the secret marks. So far as my experience goes the g2 cents of 
the Continental Co. is not at all scarce. It is possible to separate the work 





*Note: Illustrations of the secret marks on the 24 and go cents will be found in the 
AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PuHiLaTELy, Vol 8, number 6, page 307 
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of the Continental Co. from that of the National Co. by the colder colors, 
less brittle paper and lighter gum, which is either white or a lighter brown 
than that used on the earlier stamps. Using this method the number of the 
24 cents of the Continental Co. is found to be decidedly small. 

The Continental Co. did not put their marks on the stamps without a 
reason. Beyond doubt they wished to be able to identify their work at any 
future time. But it may have been considered sufficient to mark only a few 
stamps on a plate, especially if the plate were littke worn. The 30 cents, in 
particular, was not largely used and black is one of the least destructive 
colors. It is possible the plate was in such good order as to induce the re- 
entering of only a few stamps, sufficient to guard the interests of the Company. 
From the thorough way the 30 cent stamp has been studied by philatelists 
the secret mark must either be unusually elusive or else very little used. I 
am inclined to the latter theory Of course this is only a theory which later 
information may entirely disprove. 





A WORD IN REGARD TO THE 8. 8. 8. 8. vs. CHINESE LOCALS. 





In the beginning let me say that I believe in the S. S. S. S. Something 
must be done to stop the flood of speculative issues and I know of no other 
way to accomplish the desired object except through such an association, and 
at the same time I see the mass of difficulties which must meet them at the 
very start and the great labor necessary to properly discriminate. I do not 
wish to be one to place a stumbling block in their way, as in principle I am 
thoroughly in accord with them, still I can but feel that they have made a 
mistake in their first announced proscription, at least the first I have seen, 
in proscribing all Chinese locals to be issued hereafter at the ports named “or 
any other place in China of like nature.” I think the situation in the Chinese 
ports is not understood, and granting that many of these issues are tainted, 
directly or indirectly, with speculation, as few of even the large governments 
are exempt from this fault, still so sweeping a condemnation is wrong. It 
seems to me thé two questions which should be asked in deciding the 
legitimacy of a stamp are, 1st, Is it issued by competent authority? 2nd, Is 
there a legitimate need ? 

Given a treaty port in China, such as many of these are; a separate com- 
munity of foreigners on a portion of land conceded to them by the Chinese 
Empire for the purpose of establishing a foreign settlement; their governing 
body a Municipal Council duly elected. The mere number occupying this 
conceded territory can make no difference in principle, whether it be one 
hundred or ten thousand, but let us take a fair sample and say there are two 
hundred. As to the first question; this body of men constitute a practically 
independent Government, or community if you like; they are on land ceded 
by the Empire and so not a part of the country in any real sense; they are 
governed by their own Municipal Council; there are no Chinese officials in 
the community in any way connected with its government; they do not 
observe the Chinese laws; they are certainly not connected in any way with 
the government of other like Chinese ports; they may perhaps constitute a 
British concession only, that is, land conceded to Great Britain, of which 
more hereafter, but in this case, Great Britain, aside from the fact that she 
has her Consul there, allows them to make their own Municipal Council; 
through their Municipal Council they established their post office and issue 
stamps. Is not this authority competent ? 








FS. 


OE LRN NS re ~. see Meas Ree 


eC RT ECL 











ar pee 





Eee 














AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 393 


“ re] 


Second, as to the need. We have taken a representative community of 
two hundred foreigners. These two hundred, aside from the missionaries, 
are made up largely of merchants and exporters with a large business corres- 
pondance, do they not need a postal service? As this must be answered in the 
affirmative the next question would be, is that need supplied without the 
local post? I answer, no. One may say that they might use the Chinese 
Custom post, but I do not think this an answer. The Custom post 
charges five times as much to carry a letter as do the local posts and why 
should a foreign community on ceded territory use the stamps of the em- 
pire when they constitute an independent foreign community? For a long 
time many of these places had branches of the Shanghai post; nobody 
denied the need of these posts; is it strange that they should at last awake 
to the anomaly of the revenue from their posts being absorbed by Shanghai, 
with which port they had no more todo inthe way of goverment than 
has New York with Paris? It appears to me only strange that these local 
posts were not established long ago. Itis an undoubted fact that a postal 
service is an absolute necessity to their ports. This conceded, who is to 
issue the stamps if not their own govering bodies? I cannot see how the 
legitimacy of some stamps issues by these posts can be evaded. 

There is no question as to the speculative nature of an undue multi- 
plicity of issues or of unnecessary values in an issue, but to decry all Chinese 
locals is entirely too sweeping. Again I notice that Shanghai is omitted 
from the proscribed list. Why? It must be because the independance and 
importance of Shanghai is too well known and to deny it the prerogative of 
issuing stamps would meet with ridicule; but wherein lies any real differ- 
ence between Shanghai and many of the other ports except the mere fact 
that Shanghai is larger? 

It may be said that some of these communities are on territory conceded 
to Great Britain only and that country could arrange to establish posts there— 
a sufficient answer to this is that she does not, but allows the community 
to provide its own local laws and services and the need remains. In such 
places it will be found that the British Consul is in general an active agent 
in the establishment of the local post. 

But many of the posts are not British Concessions alone. ‘Tientsin has 
one portion of territory conceded to Great Britain an adjoining one to 
France and another to,Germany, 

Shanghai has an American concession as well. In these cases the 
different communities unite under the Municipal Council governing the 
whole, unless, like the French in Shanghai, one post may hold aloof from 
the rest. 

Should the S.S S. S. discriminate against unnecessary values or issues, I 
am sure we would all say Amen. But to select the stamps of all the Chinese 
posts from the mass of unnecessary issues in the world for so sweeping a 
condemnation seems to me entirely unfair. I believe, for example, specula- 
tion has never in any way affected the stamps of Chefoo. 

As to the latter port “or any other place in China of like nature” let us 
take Foochow. This port as a matter of convenience has long had a branch 
of the Shanghai post situated there. Its need, I think, has never been ques- 
tioned. Now, as I have implied before, Foochow, has no more to do with 
Shanghai than New York has with Paris, and suppose some day the com- 
munity at Foochow ask themselves the question why the anomaly exists of 
Shanghai enjoying the revenues from the postal service of Foochow and 

concludes to establish their own post? Are they to be declared illegitimate ? 
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Strike out Wuhu or Chungking where the service is realy “ local” so far, 
that is to say the establishment of one individual only and not of the Gover- 
ning body,—guard against future speculative or unnecessary issues there as 
well as in England itself, but let us first get a correct understanding of the 
situation and not jump at conclusions. 

And why assault these poor Chinese locals before investigating the 
French Colonials a little? The former are monuments of legitimacy by the 
side of some of the latter, at least as far as “need” is concerned. Compare 
the Chinese ports with the French ports around Madagascar, for I have 
visited both. Mayotte is quite a respectable little place on a small island, 
the whole place as large perhaps as a small country village, but they have 
a number of public buildings and, I think, a garrison there. But St. Marie 
de Madagascar! When I was there a few years ago it was practically one 
short road with thatched native huts on either side and a lane or two with 
like huts behind. I do not remember a single foreign building and I am quite 
sure there were not then a dozen foreigners there all told, at least I did not 
see half that number. Nossi Bé was little better, and yet these places have 
not only complete separate issues but, Nossi Bé at least, surcharges galore in 
addition, 

Sometimes, owing to differences in currency, separate colonial issues are 
required, but there can be no doubt that one set of stamps is quite enough 
for all these French possessions in the neighbourhood of Madagascar. 

I am not prejudiced in this matter as my album contains the stamps 
of all these places. My French colonials are quite full and expansive but | 
cry for impartiality and better discrimination. Let the S.S. S. S. be not de- 
terred by the great labor involved but secure information as to the exact 
conditions in each place and proscribe each lot of stamps specifically, not mak- 
ing sweeping proscription of whole countries. If each speculative set is 
tabooed as it comes out or is heralded, the speculators will soon cease to issue 
them. To make sweeping proscriptions will injure the society and forestall the 
very good they hope todo. A hard drinker, impressed with the eloquence of 
a temperance orator as to the destructive effects of alcohol, resolved in his 
mind to reform, till the speaker in mistaken zeal began to use the same in- 
temperate language in regard to tobacco. Said our inebriate friend, “ I 
know better than that and now I don’t believe a word he said about alcohol.” 
The moral is obvious, and indicates the very purpose of this article, I want 
the S. S. S. S. to succeed, and success means great care at the start. 

I am not a defender especially of Chinese locals. The Publishers of the 
Journal know of the wrath that has poured down upon my devoted head on 
account of my condemnation of certain Chinese locals, but let our proscription 
be specific. Had the S.S.S.S madea charge against any specific issues I 
would not have taken exceptions even thoughI disagreed with them, for I 
am too much in sympathy with them to wish to obs'ruct them in any way, but 
I feel that I must say a word against wholesale proscriptions and I write 
because, having visited every Chinese port they proscribe, with the exceptions 
of Chefoo and Chungking, as well as all the French ports I mention, I be- 
lieve I know something of the subject w a I speak. 

It is a difficult work that the S. S.S. S. has before them and one involv- 
ing nice discrimination; a great and eineuity work. May wisdom guide 
them for we look to them for the salvation of Philately. 


W. C. EATON. 
We insert the above letter from Mr. Eaton, but we must confess that we 
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do not at all agree with him as to his aatien In the first place, he misunder- 
stands entirely the underlying principles of the S. S. S. S., as he seems to 
think that one of their objects is to inquire as to whether certain stamps are 
issued by competent authority. This, as we understand it, is entirely foreign 
to the society in question, as stamps not issued by competent authority are 
not worthy of a moment’s consideration, and certainly their suppression 
would not warrant the formation of a ‘large international association of 
philatelists. 

The purpose of the society is to force “competent authority” to cease 
issuing stamps for the purpose of selling to collectors, and, if the society is 
supported in its endeavors, it will be successful from the very outset. ‘There 
is no doubt that the stamps issued by the treaty ports in China are legitimate 
and are used to pay the postage, but the question for the society to consider 
is simply: Would any of these stamps ever have been issued if there were 
no stamp collectors and if the “competent authority” did not expect to 
realize twenty times as much from the sale of the stamps to collectors as the 
revenue to be derived from those sold for postal purposes? 

The reason for the exclusion of Shanghai from the boycotted list is that 
this municipality has issued such stamps for thirty years past and has really 
supplied the treaty ports with all the postal facilities that they require. 

Mr. Eaton asks why anybody should object to the different treaty ports 
retaining the revenue to be obtained from a regular postal service. It is the 
experience of every well established government that the revenues to be ob- 
tained from the sale of postage stamps is fully counterbalanced—in some 
cases outbalanced—by the expenses of carrying on the service, and if the 
service which has been established in these Chinese treaty ports is solely 
for the convenience of the inhabitants of these towns, the question of 
division of revenue would scarcely arise. 





THE PLATE NUMBERS OF | F UNITED STATES STAMPS. 
By JOHN HNN. | LurF. 
(Continued from page 358.) 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE. 


1875 1c yellow (100) 65 
2c yellow (100) 64 

3c yellow (100) 57 

6c yellow (100) 72 

1oc yellow (100) 114 

12c yellow (100) 73 

15c yellow (100) 105 

24c yellow (100) 145 

30c yellow (100) 100 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT. 

1875 rc carmine (100) 82 
2c carmine (100) 75 

3c Carmine (100) 63 

6c carmine (100) 76 

roc carmine (100) 411 


Mr. M. Berlepsch has a portion of a sheet of the 1 cent, showing in the 
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margin the number 81, erased ‘with chisel marks, and the correct number, 82, 
inserted beside it. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 


1875 1c vermilion (100) 52 
2c vermilion (100) 45 

3c vermilion (100) 27 

6c vermilion (100) 56 

1oc vermilion (100) 109 

12c vermilion (100) 49 

15c vermilion (100) 93 

24c vermilion (100) 104 

30c vermilion (100) 95 

goc vermilion (100) 108 


DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


1875 1c purple (100) 85 
2c purple (100) 90 

3c purple (100) 28 

6c purple (100) 77 

1oc purple (100) 97 

12c purple (100) 91 

15c purple (100) 99 

24c purple (100) 115 

30c purple (100) 110 

goc purple (100) 113 


Navy DEPARTMENT. 


1875 1c blue (100) 80 
zc blue (100) 50 
2c green (100) 50 
3c blue (100) 34 
6c blue (100) 53 
7c blue (100) 119 

tcc blue (100) 101 
12c blue (100) 92 
15c blue (100) 94 
24c blue (100) 107 
30c blue (100) 96 
goc blue (100) 106 


Post OFrFricE DEPARTMENT. 


1875 1c black (200) 43 

2c black (100) 37, 38, 285 
3c black (100) 36,40 (200) 30, 41, 140, 141 
6c black (200) 39, 47, 249 2 

1oc black (100) 62 

12c black (100) 71 

15¢c black (100) 66 

24c black (100) 74 

30c black (100) 68 

goc black (100) 88 
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DEPARTMENT OF STATE. 

1875 Ic green (100) 55 

2c green (100) 59 

3c green (100) 70 

6c green (100) 83 

7c green (100) 112 

Ioc green (100) =98 

I2c green (100) 78 

I5c green (100) 118 

24c green (100) 117 

30c green (100) 116 

goc green (100) 67 
$2.00 green and black (10) frame 121 vignette 123 
5.00 green and black (10) ng 120 ‘i 123 
10.00 green and black (10) g 122 7 123 
20.00 green and black (10) “ $24 = 123 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT. 
1875 1c brown (200) 44 
2c brown 200) 42 
3c brown (200) 29, 33 

6c brown (100) St 

7c brown (100) 103 

1oc brown (100) 58 

12c brown (100) 46 

15c brown (100) 84 

24c brown (100) 134 

30c brown (100) 69 

goc brown (100) 61 

WaR DEPARTMENT. 

1875 Ic rose (100) 48 

2c rose (200) 35 

3c rose (200) 32 

6c rose (100) 60 

7c rose (100) 102 

roc rose an 79 

12c rose (10 54 

Isc rose (1 I0o 87 

24c rose (1 100 2) 86 

30c rose {100) 81 

goc rose (100) 89 


This completes the series of the Continental Bank Note Co., from 
1 to 310 inclusive. 

This company used two styles of numerals in marking their plates. A 
first they employed plain Roman figures, 3 mm. high, with the vertical lines 
heavily shaded. From the very irregular arrangement of the figures it is 
evident that they are punched in with dies. The later numbers are com- 
posed of large script figures, 5% to 74mm. high, ne: itly engraved on the plate, 
The highest number I have seen of the first type is 175 and the lowest of 
the second is 242. From internal evidence I think the change of style was 
made with the set for Newspapers and Periodicals, either at.194, the lowest, 
or 218, the highest consecutive number. I favor the latter. 
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PLATES OF THE AMERICAN BANK NOTE Co. 


1879 1c blue (200) 319, 320, 327, 328, 336, 337; 344, 353, 354, 

355» 359, 359, 360, 361, 362, 363, 364, 387, 
388, 389, 390 

2c vermilion (200) 338, 339, 391, 392, 393, 394) 412, 413 

3c green (200) 301, 312, 321, 322, 323, 324, 329, 339, 334, 
335» 349 341, 341A 342, 343, 345, 346, 347, 
348, 349, 359 350A 351, 352, 357, 358, 365, 
366, 367, 368, 369, 370, 371, 372, 373, 374; 
375 376, 381, 382, 383, 384, 385, 386, 395, 
396, 397, 398 

5c blue (Taylor) (200) 325, 326, 379, 380 


1cc brown (200) 377, 378 
1882 1c blue, reengraved (200) 401, 402, 406, 407, 422, 423, 424, 
425, 475 
3c green, reengraved (200) 408, 409, 410, 411, 414, 415, 416, 
417, 418, 419, 420, 421 
5c brown (Garfield) (200) 399, 400, 488, 489 
6c red, reengraved (200) 426, 427 
1oc brown, reengraved (200) 403. 423A 404, 404A 480, 481 
30c black (200) 405 
1888 = 2c red brown (200) 432, 431, 432, 433, 434, 435, 436, 


437, 438, 439, 449, 441, 442, 443, 
444, 445, 446, 447, 448, 449, 450, 
451, 452, 453. 454, 455,458, 459, 
460, 461, 462, 463, 465, 466, 467, 
468, 469, 470, 471, 472, 437, 474, 
476, 477, 478, 479 
4c green (202) 456, 457 
Begining in 1885 the plates of the American Bank Note Co., bear a 
serial letter, as well as a number. There are usually five plates to each 
letter. The object of the letters is that the five companion plates may always 
be used together and even impressions be secured, which obviously would 
not be the result if plates in different stages of wear were used together. A 
letter is usually assigned to the first plate of each value, even if only one 
plate is to be made, since more may be needed later. 
1885 1c blue, reengraved (200) C. 497, 498, 499, 500, 501 
(200) D. — 502, §03, 504, 505, 506 
(200) I. = §27, 528, 529, 530, 531 
2c red brown (200) A. 483, 484, 485, 486, 487 
(200) B. 490, 491, 492, 493, 494 
(200) E. 507, 508, 509, 510, 511 
(200) F. 512, 513, 514, 515, 516 
(200) G. 517, 518, 59, 520, 521 
(200) H. ~ 522, 523, 524, 525, 526 
(200) J. 532, 533, 534, 535» 536 
(200) N. 553,554, 555, 55) 557 
(200) O. 558, 559, 560, 561, 562 
(200) P. 563, 564, 565, 566, 567 
(200) Q. 568, 569, 579, 571, 572 
(200) U, 588, 589, 590, 591, 592 
(200) V. 593, 594, 595, 595, 597 
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4c green (2co) L. 542, 543, 544, 545, 546 
5c brown (Garfield) (200) K. 537, 538, 539, 54°, 541 
10c brown, reengraved (200) M. 547, 548, 549, 550, 551 
1887 1c blue (Franklin) (200) R. 573, 574. 575, 579, 577 


(200) S. 578, 579, 580, 581, 582 

(200) T. 583, 584, 585, 586, 587 

(200) FF. 644,645, 646, 647,648 

(200) GG. 649, 650,651,652, 653 

(200) J]. 664. 665, 666, 667, 668 

(200) PP. 694, 695, 696, 697, 698 

(200) UU. 719,720,721, 722, 723 

2c green (200) N. §53, 554, 555» 556, 557 

(200) O. 558, 559, 560, 561, 562 

(200) P. 563, 564, 565 566, 567 

(200) Q. 568, 569, 570, 571, 572 

(200) U. —§88, 589, 590, 591, 592 

; (200) V.  §93, 594, 595. 596,597 

(2co) W. 598, 599, 600, 601, 602 

(200) X. 603, 604, 605, 606, 607 
(200) Y. 608, 609 ,610, 611, 612, 613 

: (200) Z. 614, 615, 616, 617, 618 

(200) AA. 619, 620, 621, 622, 623 

! (200) BB. 624, 625, 626, 627,628 

i (200) CC. 629, 630, 631, 632, 633 

(200) DD. 634,635, 636, 637, 638 

(200) EE. 639, 640, 641, 642, 643 

(200) HH. 654, 655, 656, 657, 658 

(200) II. 659, 660, 661, 662, 663 

(200) KK. 669, 670, 671, 672, 673 

(200) LL. 674, 675, 676, 677, 678 

(200) MM. 679, 680, 681, 682, 683 

(200) NN. 684, 685, 686, 687, 688 

(200) OO. 689, 690, 691, 692, 693 

(200) QQ. 699, 700, 701, 702, 703 

i (2co) RR. 704, 705, 706, 707, 708 


ae 





a (200) SS. 709, 710, 711, 712, 713 
: (200) TT. 714, 715, 716, 717, 718 
f 3c vermilion (200) 421 
5 1888 4c carmine (200) L. 542, 543, 544,545, 546 
, 5c indigo blue (Garfield) (200) K. 537, 538, 539, 54°, 541 
f 30c orange brown (200) 405 
Plate 613 was added to serial letter Y to replace 611, which was broken. 
: It is possible that other plates than those I have given were used for 
5 the 2, 4 and 5 cents. 
i PostTaGE DUE. 
1879 1c brown (200) 313, 314 
3 2c brown (200) 315, 464 
3c brown (200) 316, 317 
sc. brown (200) 318 


1oc brown (200) 331 
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30c brown (200) 332 
soc brown (200) 333 
These plates were used for the various printings in yellow brown, 
brown, red brown, claret and the many intermediate shades 
Post OrricE DEPARTMENT. 
1882 1c black (200) 428 


NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS. 


1885 1c black (200) 482 
SPECIAL DELIVERY, 

1885 _ roc blue, “ Special Office” (100) 495, 496 

1888 _10c blue, “ Any P. O.” (100) 552 

1893 +10c orange, “ Any P. O.” (100) 552 


I have been unable to locate plate 429; otherwise the series is complete 
from 311 to 723 inclusive. 


THE A B. C. OF U. 8. WATERMARKS. 

Now that the United States Postage Stamps are for the first time be- 
ginning to appear with watermarks, it would seem well and proper to note 
the various positions in which said watermarks may be found and initiate a 
correct numbering of them at the beginning. It is quite evident they will 
be collected by position, and in the beginning it is just as easy to learn one 
numbering as another, with that idea in mind I submit the following scheme 
of positions as being the most natural, and easiest to memorize. 

For the purpose of determining the position of the watermark, take the 
stamp right side up and face to you as it is seen in your album, hold it up to 
a light and view the watermark by ¢ransmitted light. Let this be the rule 
with no exceptions. In this position, should the letters of the watermark 
appear normal, i. e. as they appear in ordinary print, then they are in the nor 
mal or 1st position. 

To illustrate, we will take the two letters “U.S.” of the watermark, 
as follows: 


Normal position, US 1st Position 
Reversed “ 5 gad. ™ 
Inverted As 3rd * 
Inverted and Reversed SN 4th wy 


When the paper is fed sideways, we have, revolving the sheet to the 
right go°, the 


N + 

Ist position changed to ., 5th Position 
, — 

2nd = _ Sth. +e 

n 

Pp es 
3rd , er 

Go ‘ 
4th “ “ ‘. Sth 

n 


Should the awkwardness of the feeders produce diagonal positions, and 
the refinements of Philately demand the collecting of the same, then it is easy 
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to continue and number the right and left diagonals on from 8 to 16, in 
the same sequences. 

Going with the sun, to the right, at 45°, the first or right diagonal, 
normal becomes gth position, and at 135°, the second or left diagonal, the 
normal becomes 13th position. 

It may be noted that a specialist in watermarks could amplify the above 
and get four positions for each degree of a semi-circle, thus securing the re- 
spectable number of 720 positions, without in any way straining the system 
proposed, or exhausting its possibilities. 

H. B. PHILvipPs. 
San Francisco, Cal., July 4th 1895. 


STATUTES OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF 
SPECULATIVE STAMPS. 
OBJECTS. 

Law 1. This Society is formed:— 

(2) To discountenance and prevent the dealing in and collecting of 
postage stamps or other postal matter created wholly or partly for speculative 
purposes, or unnecessary for legitimate postal uses or requirements. 

(6) To decide and declare what stamps or other postal matter shall be 
classed as speculative or unnecessary, as aforesaid. 

(c) To secure the exclusion from all catalogues, albums, journals, price 
lists, or other philatelic publications, of all such stamps or other postal mat- 
ter, as aforesaid. 

(d) To take such measures as may lead to the prevention of the issue of 
all such stamps or other postal matter, as aforesaid. 

(e) To publish and cause to be published from time to time all decisions, 
proceedings, or other information, in such manner as may secure the widest 
publicity amongst all persons or Societies interested in stamp collecting 
throughout the world. 

(f/) To take any measures that may be deemed expedient, desirable, or 
necessary for the further and better carrying out of the before-mentioned 
objects, or for any other purpose in the interest of the members of this Society. 


MEMBERSHIP, 


Law 2. All persons (not under 2t years of age) who are stamp collectors, 
stamp dealers, or importers, proprietors and publishers of stamp catalogues, 
albums, or journals and philatelic journalists or writers, are eligible for mem- 
bership. 

Law 3. Candidates for membership shall be proposed and seconded by 
members of the Society, and balloted for at a meeting of the Committee next 
after that at which the proposal has been received. (ne black ball in 4 to 
exclude Where a candidate is unable to obtain a proposer and seconder, 
two satisfactory references will be accepted in lieu thereof 

Law 4. Where any charge affecting the conduct or character of a mem- 
ber has been brought before the Committee, the same shall be inquired into 
and the member given opportunity to explain the charge or charges made 
against him. If, in the opinion of the Committee, the conduct or character 
of the member so charged is inconsistent with or injurious to the interest of 
the Society or its members, the Committee may, by a majority of three-fourths 
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of those present, expel such member from the Society, but the member so 
expelled may appeal to a General Meeting of the Society, at which a majority 
of three-fourths of those present shall be necessary to quash the expulsion. 


OFFICERS AND COMMITTEE, 


Law 5. The Officers of the Society shall consist of a President, three 
Vice-Presidents, Chairman of Committees, Secretary, and Treasurer. 


Law 6. The affairs of the Society shall be conducted by a Committee,- 


consisting of the Officers and 45 other members. Whenever the membership 
of the Society exceeds 200, the Committee may be increased by one for every 
25 members in excess of 200. Seven shall form a quorum. 

Law 7. The Officers and Committee shall be elected at the Annual 
General Meeting, which shall be held on the first Friday in May. Vacancies 
occurring during the current year shall be filled up by the Committee. 

Law 8. The Committee shall appoint from among themselves Sub- 
Committees for the purpose of carrrying out the objects of the Society. The 
Committee shall have power (i ) to make By-laws for the regulation of the 
Committee or of the Sub-Committees; (ii.) to appoint such Honorary Officers 
as may in the opinion of the Committee best serve the interests of the Society; 
and (iii.) generally manage the affairs of the Society, and pay all salaries and 
other monies that the Committee may think desirable for carrying out the 
objects of the Society. 

Law 9. At the meeting of the Committee preceding the Annual General 
Meeting, two Auditors shall be appointed (one of whom shall not be a mem- 
ber of the Committee), who shall audit the accounts of the Treasurer, and 
present a report thereon at the Annual General Meeting. 

Law 1o. The Secretary shall conduct the correspondence of the Society, 
keep minutes, issue notices and circulars, attend all meetings, and carry out 
the directions of the Committee. In conjunction with the Treasurer, he shall 
collect the income of the Society and give receipts, and pay over to the 
Treasurer all amounts received. 

Law 11. The Treasurer shall keep the funds of the Society, make all 
necessary payments, and keep accounts of receipts and expenditure. 

SUBSCRIPTION, 

Law 12. The annual subscription of members shall be Five Shillings, 
payable in advance on election, and thereafter on the first of May in each 
year. No member whose subscription is in arrears after the first of August 
(or in the case of a member residing abroad, the first of November) can vote 
at any meeting of the Society, and if in arrears on the first of November (or 
12 months in the case of a member residing abroad) he shall be considered 
to have resigned his membership, provided that due application shall have 
been made to him at his last known address or place of abode. 


GENERAL, 


Law 13. A General Meeting may be called at any time by the Com- 
mittee, or upon a requisition signed by not less than 25 members, and notice 
thereof shall be sent out 14 days before such Meeting, stating the business 
for which such Meeting has been called. 

Law 14. No alteration of, amendment of, or addition to these Statutes 
shall be made except at a General Meeting, and only then after one month’s 
notice or other publication of such proposed alteration, amendment, or 
addition. 
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AN ACCOUNT OF THE 5fr. BELGIAN POSTAGE STAMP. 


On the 6th of March, 1878, there appeared in the AMoniteur Belge a 
ministerial order which ran thus : 

“In view of the royal decree of November 13, 1869, authorizing the 
Minister of Public Works to regulate the value and color of the postage 
stamps, as well as the date of their being brought into use : 

It is decreed : That a postage stamp of the value of 5 francs and of a 
red brown color be placed at the disposal of the public beginning the rst of 
April next. 

BRUSSELS, March 6th, 1878. A. BEERNAERT.” 

This postal value, the largest created so far in the Belgian postal service, 
has ceased to exist. A royal decree of the 5th of August, 1894, having fixed 
the 31st of October following as the term of the validity of the Belgium 
postage stamp of 5 francs, the post and telegraph offices were authorized to 
exchange up to that date the said stamps for an equal value or stamps of the 
types in use. However, in order to prevent counterfeit stamps from being 
exchanged, the Administration ordered that the stamps should be received 
from those holding them, a receipt being given, and sent to the Administra- 
tion for its decision. 

As may be supposed, this proposal to exchange found no supporters. 
The postage stamps of 5 francs, suppressed in principle since 1884, had been 
much sought after for a long time by philatelists, and those who had any 
preferred rather to keep their new stamps than to exchange them, philately 
attributing to these new stamps at that time a value of 20 francs each. 
According to official information supplied by the Belgian Postal Administra- 
tion, the 5 franc stamp ceased to be sold to the public in 1888. This stamp, 
therefore, was in actual existance for ten years, during which time there were 
issued 160 sheets of 300, or 48,000 copies. 

The sale of these 48,oco stamps was divided as follows : 


1878, 2391. 1883, 8494. 
1879, 3286. 1884, 3172 
1880, 3080. 1885, 4733. 
1885, 4171. 1886, 4947. 
1882, 7937. 1887, 3389. 


in all, 45,600 stamps. 

After the royal decree of August 5, 1894, already mentioned, no post 
office having received any 5 fr. stamps to be exchanged, there remained in 
stock from the ist of January, 1888, 2400 copies. 

On the 25th of June, 1894, these 2400 stamps of a nominal value of 5 
frs. each, were the subject of a public sale in the Brussels salesroom before 
the Receiver of Domains. As will be well understood, this salesroom was 
on that day the rendezvous of stamp merchants of Belgium and abroad and 
of a large number of amateurs. 

The tenders varied between 200 frs. and 40,000 frs., which is 8 cen- 
times per stamp for the lowest and about 17 frs. for the highest tenders. The 
highest offer was made by Mr. Otto Steffens, it being of the sum of 40,000 
frs.; then came Mme. Moens with the sum of frs. 36,001.15, then Mr. Schild- 
Knecht frs. 36,000, and lastly Messrs. Gelli & Tani with frs. 32,400. The 
other offers were not serious. 

According to the specification, the amount of the offers was to be paid 
on the spot, and, failing immediate payment, the tender was declared null. 

Mr. Otto Steffens not being present, and not having paid down the 
amount of his tender, it was annulled. Then came Mrs. Moens (36,001.15), 
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she wished to hand the receiver a check for this amount, but this not being 
receivable in the State Treasury, it was refused by the receiver of Domains, 
who declared Mr. Schild-Knecht to be the purchaser, he having there and 
then paid into the hands of the receiver frs. 36,000 in cash. Can this pur- 
chase be considered as a really advantageous one? Let us say frankly that 
that is not the opinion of the majority of philatelists, who, moreover, have 
always rightly given the preference to the genuine cancelled stamp. Under 
these circumstances, amateurs may take heart. Searches already started by 
several distinguished Belgian philatelists give hopes of leading before long to 
the discovery of 4000 or 5000 5 frs. stamps cancelled from 1881 to 1883. 
These stamps on entire envelopes, and of which consequently it will be easy 
to verify the authenticity, will be sold at a price relatively much lower than 
that fixed by the sale of June 25, 1895. 


\ 
JuLes Bouvez, Mons, Belgium. 

Our correspondent has given a very interesting history of the birth, life 
and death of the 5 fr. stamp, but we are surprised that one who appears to 
be so intelligent a philatelist should still be hampered by the old superstition 
that a cancelled stamp is preferable to an uncancelled one because the can- 
cellation proves it to be genuine. Intelligent stamp collectors have recog- 
nized for some time that a dirty black smudge like a cancellation can be 
more easily counterfeited than a finely engraved stamp, and we had really 
thought that this idea was held only by boys and people that never collected 
stamps seriously.— Za. 


NEW YORK COMMITTEE ON THE SUPPRESSION OF 
SPECULATIVE STAMPS. 


The committee composed of Messrs. J. M. Andreini, R. R Bogert, G. 
B Calman, Alvah Davison, H. E. Deats, W. Herrick, F. W. Hunter, Jos. S 
Rich and J. W. Scott, held their first meeting on July 17th. 

A sub-committee consisting of Messrs Andreini, Calman and Scott was 
appointed to draw up resolutions showing the disadvantages accruing to the 
Government from issuing stamps of a speculative nature ; these resolutions 
to be printed in various languages and to be sent to all stamp issuing gov- 
ernments. It was also decided that it is the sense of the committee that 
commemorative stamps available for postage for only a limited period should 
not be collected ; the committee also discourages the collecting of the last 
issue of Borneo and Labuan provisionals, as they were informed that these 
stamps were not sold at the respective post offices of these countries. 


NOTES. 


Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste announces that the 15, 25, 30, 50, 
centimes and 1 franc stamps of France have been surcharged D. S. in large 
capitals for use in Diego Suarez; we certainly shall not recognize these 
before knowing some more about them, as they probably will come under the 
ban of the S$. S. S. S. ; 

Rte B.S 

We illustrate below the Seychelles Envelopes and the Lagos Registra- 

tion Envelope, chronicled some time ago. 
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The Jilustriertes Briefmarken Journal chronicles and illustrates a 
provisional type set stamp of Guatemala of the value 1 centavo, printed in 
red on white paper. This stamp, however, is of no philatelic interest as it is 
only a Revenue stamp, which was issued some time last year. 

?¢ «£7 ¢€@ @& 

Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste states that an issue of stamps is 
proposed for the occasion of the Egyptian Carnival in September next; they 
have been ordered of Messrs. De Larue & Co. There seems to be a lot of 
work ahead for the S., S. S. S. 

ee | © = & 

We illustrate below the one cent Postal Card of Guatemala, chronicled 

some time ago; we also illustrate the wrappers of India chronicled last month. 





¢ 2 &@ @ @ 


Mr. Beroard has shown us a current 1c Canadian postal card size 129 x 
76 mm., with the second part of the current reply card printed on the 
reverse. 
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We have received the San Antonio stamps and postal cards for Portugal 
and Azores. The series consists of 15 adhesives: 2%, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 50, 
75, 80, 100, 150, 200, 300, 500, 1000 reis and one postal card of to reis. 
The series for the Azores are exactly the same as those of Portugal, but sur- 
charged “ Acores” in small type. 

As these stamps are purely speculative they have now been proscribed 
by the S. S. S. S., consequently we shall neither illustrate nor catalogue 
them, nor give them a place in the Albums published by us. 

oe ff & Ff | 
We illustrate below the Cummings City Post chronicled last month. 





?¢ @ & &@ © 

Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste states that a new issue of stamps for 
Guatemala is in preparation and will soon make its appearance. 

oe oc" & @ 

According to Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste the French post office 
in Port said will shortly receive special stamps, probably the current French 
stamps surcharged with the name of the city and the value in Egyptian 
currency like the other French offices in Levant. 

oe: Ba - ee 

According to some of our European contemporaries it is now certain 
that the Unpaid stamps of the French Colonies were never officially sur- 
charged “Cochinchine;” thus exit these surcharges from our Catalogues 
and Albums 

ow Se ee ee +S 

Messrs. A. Smith & Co., state that they have a vertical pair of the 
“ Half” on the 1 penny stamps of Natal of which one has a double surcharge 
and the other is without surcharge. 

> & 2 -& & 

The Nederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Postzegelkunde chronicles the follow 
ing varieties in the surcharges of the Orange Free State: 
4 p on 6p rose, type II, surcharge inverted. 

3 p on 4p blue, type II, double surcharge. 
3 p on 4p blue, type III, double surcharge. 
o Gea "ce % 

Messrs. Smith & Co., have a used imperforate copy of the 9 pence, dull 
violet of 1860 of South Australia. We wonder low large the margins really 
are, a pair would be far better evidence. 

? \ Soe ee 


The WNederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Postzegelkunde states that the 5 
shilling of Swazieland exists with surcharge inverted, 
? & #2 2: @& 
We learn from the Monthly Journal that each sheet of the 9 candareen 
stamps of China contains a téte béche pair. 
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The Philatelic Fournal of Great Britain states that the one penny on 
3p brown, Cape of Good Hope, has been seen with double surcharge. 
eS 2 ¢ 8. & 
We illustrate below the provisional Danish West Indies chronicled in 
June 





Oi. 2) 1S: @ 
Mr. Fred. Y. Bennett informs us that Wells, Fargo & Co, will not carry 
any more letters, as soon as their present stock of envelopes is exhausted. 


> Pi 4% > 2% 


The Zastern Philatelist in its editorial of May is making inquiries con- 
cerning the roc blue stamp of the 1888 issue of Cuba, cut in two diagonally 
and states that this stamp has never been catalogued ; if the editor had con- 
sulted the Catalogue for Advanced Collectors he would have found the desired 
information in that part of the catalogue relating to the stamps of Cuba, and 
published in the American Journal of Philately of November 15th, 18go. 

Half stamps, unless surcharged, are not given in our Standard Sales 
Catalogue. 


> re > > 


The Philatelic Journal of Great Britain publishes a decree signed by the 
Governor of the Territory of Manica and Sofala (Mozambique Company) 
authorizing the issue by the Company of a provisional stamp of the value of 
25 reis; to this effect the current 80 reis stamp was surcharged “PROVISORIO” 
and “25” over the original value; it is said that only 3000 copies were sur- 
charged; before giving it a place in our catalogue we shall await further 
developments. 

> P 36 > 4 > 


The effect of the recent organization of stamp collectors against the 
issue of stamps of a speculative nature is already shown by the fact that the 
Portuguese goverernment has extended the time for the use of the San 
Antonio stamps owing to the non-success of the sale of these stamps. 

So @ @ @o © 

We wish to see cancelled copies of the 1867 Hawaiian 5 cents blue on 
blue paper, the doubtful variety with “ Inter Island” on the left. If any of 
our readers have copies of this stamp we will be obliged if they will loan 
them to us for examination. A gentleman recently showed in our office one 
which proved to be cancelled with the mark of the San Francisco post office. 
We would particularly like to see this copy again. 


14 SE) Qe oe 


The Belgian journals reproduce the types proposed for the acceptation 
of the Belgian government for the festival which Liege is going to celebrate 
next year in commemoration of the centenary of the foundation of the town 
by St. Lambert, its first Bishop. These types are charming, and we shall give 
a short description of them for fear that, if they are rejected, they should 
be forgotten too soon. 








408 AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


The 1 centime shows the Botteresse (1) which roused our curiosity so 
much; she is a superb young woman, with her sleeves tucked up above the 
elbows, cap and white apron, and an immense basket on her back; she is 
carelessly seated on the corner of a table and is roguishly placing a finger on 
her mouth; it is all on a light colored back-ground. On the 5c, we see the 
coat of arms of the city: the Liege staircase with the letters L. G. at the 
sides; the shield between two branches of foliage, and above and below the 
fold of a standard bearing an inscription; the whole on a solid ground. The 
10¢, gives a full face half length portait of St. Lambert, with his mitre on his 
head, holding his crozier in one hand and an open book in the other. 
Lastly, the 25c, of larger size and oblong, shows, under an immense arch of a 
bridge, the numerous arches of another bridge with the distant perspective of 
the monuments of the city of Liege. All these stamps bear the inscription 
“Fétes Liégeoises” with “Belgique” and sometimes ‘“‘Postes’’ and the dates 
696-1896, but these are very discreet, even being hidden, as in the t and roc, 
when they might injure the arrangement of the design. In a word, these 
stamps are very artistic and we should wish them a great deal of good, if the 
utility of this issue could be demonstrated to us.—Le Collectionneur de 
Timbres-Poste. 

(1) An amiable lady correspondant gives us the following description of 
this type which is to be found only in Liege: We call Botteresses women in 
short dresses who are occupied in crushing with their heavy shoes, the fine 
coal mixed with water which forms the coal bricks. These women have 
baskets on their backs in which they carry the coal. There are other 
Botteresses who carry goods to private houses. 


CHRONICLE. 


UNITED STATES.—We have seen the current one cent Envelope on 
white paper, size No. 5 with stamp printed in dark blue. Mr. Frank Brown 
informs us that the 30 and 50c unpaid letter stamps of the new type have 
been issued. 

Unpaid Letter Stamps. 

Perforated. 
30c deep claret 
soc deep claret 

Envelopes. 

White paper, 1894 watermark. 

Size No. 5, (160xgo mm.) 
1c dark blue 


BAVARIA.—le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste chronicles the issue of 
the 2 Pfennig Unpaid letter stamp of same type as the current higher values. 
Unpaid Letter Stamp. 
Horizontal wavy lines close together. 
Perforated 14%. 
2 Pfennig gray, red surcharge 














f 
i 
































AMERICAN JOURNAL OF PHILATELY. 


BRITISH CENTRAL AFRIOA.— 


We have received from an unquestionable 
source an uncatalogued variety of the provis- 
ional 4 penny registration envelope on which 
the words “Two PENCE” are obliterated by a 
black line and the words “Four Pence” in small 
capitals, surcharged below. 

Registration Envelope. 

Size? 
4p on 2p ultramarine 





OHILB.—According to Ze Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste the Chilean 
Officially Sealed stamp chronicled last month exists in various colors. 
Officially Sealed Stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
Blue on green 
Black and yellow on green 
Black and yellow on white 
INDIA.—The //lustriertes Briefmarken Journal chronicles the current 
¥% anna and 1 anna envelopes as having been surcharged “on u. M. s.” for 
: official use, the same as the Adhesives. 
Official Envelopes. 
White laid paper. 
Size 120x94 mm. 
% anna green 
White wove paper. 
Size 120x94 mm. 
1 anna brown 


JUMMOO EKASHMIR.— 


The Monthly Journal chronicles the 
4 and 8 anna Official stamps, of the same 
type as the regular adhesives, as having 
been issued on thin white laid paper. 

Official stamps. 

Thin white laid paper. 

Imperforate. 
4a black 8a black 















Mr. G. B.,. Vallarani has sent us a new 20 centesimi stamp. 
Adhesive stamp. 
Watermarked a Crown. 
Perforated 14. 

20c orange 










MBXIOO.—Mr. Sarchez sends us the current set from 1c to 50c 
surcharged “Oficial”. in red; the same correspondent sends us a new Officially 
Sealed stamp of a similar type to the preceding issue but re-engraved, the 
principal differences being in the laurel branch and in the letters of Cerrado 
Y Sellado, which.are shorter. 


abr 
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Official stamps. 
Perforated 12, 


Ic green, red surcharge 
2c carmine a 7 
3c yellow brown “ : 
4c vermilion = 
5c ultramarine = ¥ 
1oc rose lilac 7 * 
12c olive % " 
15c bright blue green “ _ 
20c brown lilac ‘a 
50c violet " - 


Officially Sealed Stamp. 
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Perforated 11. 

Yellow brown 

NETHBRLANDS.—<According tothe Wederlandsch Tijdschrift voor Post- 
segelkunde the 1c unpaid letter stamps are now issued in ultramarine in the 
reengraved type; the variety with period after Betalen is not on the plate of 
this value 

Unpaid Letter stamp. 

Perforated 124%. 
1c dark ultramarine 

NEW ZBALAND.—<According to the Monthly Journal 60 sheets of the 
new half penny stamps were perforated 11 4. 

We have received the current Letter Card printed on rose, blue and gray 
card; judging from the varieties of color used, it seems that the Post office 
authorities are undecided what color of card touse, or they may possibly have 
bought at a bargain some remnant of card stock. We give below the list of 
the different varieties issued so far. 

Newspaper stamps. 

Watermarked N. Z , and small star. 

Perforated 11%. 

Y%p black 
Letter cards. 








1%p violet, pale yellow green, glazed, . perf. I. 
1p violet, very pale gray green, almost white, unglazed, . 
1 %p pale v riolet, pale gray green - 
1%p deep violet, a = 
1p pale violet, gray d/ue ‘ va 
1 4p deep violet ss $ 
1p violet, duff glazed, P 
1p pale violet, greenish blue unglazed, " 
1p pale violet, rose " " 
1%p deep violet “ 7 % 


1p violet, gray, marbleized 7 
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PBRBGIA.—We have received a 50 kran stamp of the same type as the 
current § and ro kran. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Perforated 11 4x11. 
50 kran emerald green and gold 


PERU.— 


The 5c adhesive stamp is now issued in the old llama 
type. 
Adhesive stamp. 
Perforated 12. 
5c rose 





We have received from Mr. Cooper the half penny of 
the re-engraved type, also a two penny letter card as per 
illustration. 

Adhesive stamps. 

Watermarked Crown and Q sideways. 

Perforated 12%. 

Yep green 





Letter card. 


<-> 
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2p dark blue, gray, inside white, perf. 1 





RUSsSsIA—From Le Collectionneur de Timbres-Poste we learn that the 
inscriptions on the 3 kopek card, single and reply, are now printed in the 
same color as the stamp, instead of in black as before. 

Postal cards. 

3k rose, duff 
3x3k rose, duff 
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Mr. DeSanto Remedio has sent us an 
Officially Sealed stamp issued by the Siamese 
postal department. 

Officially sealed. 

Imperforate. 


Ses POSTAL c Red 





SBLANGOR.— Major McCallum informs us that the 2c stamp of the Tiger 
type is now issued in yellow. 

Adhesive stamp. 

Watermarked Crown and CA. 

Perforated 14. 
2c yellow — 

VENBZUBLA.— Mr. C. Boos, has shown us the 5c blue of 1883 with 
surcharge in violet “ 25 centimos Resolution etc.” 

Adhesive stamp. 

Provisional issue “1892”’. 

Perforated 12. 
25c on sc blue, violet surcharge 








VIOTORIA.—The 4 penny unpaid letter stamps printed in carmine and 
blue has made its appearance, we wonder whether the higher values were also 
printed in this color. 

Unpaid Letter stamps. 

Watermarked V and Crown. 

Perforated r2. 
4p carmpe and blue 





COMMUNICATIONS. 
WuHU, CHINA, JUNE 1, 1895 
Sir: — 

Might I crave your further indulgence in asking you to peruse the fol- 
lowing facts, and to be good enough to grant same a place in your valuable 
journal ? 

1st. At a meeting of residents held here in the ‘‘ International Mis- 
sionary Alliance Home” on the 23rd June, 1894, I was elected as local post- 
master for Wuhu by a large majority of our citizens, (outside the cus- 
toms who have their own postal service,) a committee of three gentlemen 
being selected to notify me of my appointment. A copy of the minutes of 
the above meeting was duly forwarded to the Secretary of the Municipal 
Council at Shanghai, in reply to which a letter was by me received: saying, 
that the proposed rules for this office had been submitted to the Council, 
and they had decided to make the same arrangement with the Post Office 
at Wuhu as they had with the local offices at Hankow, etc, and that the 
arrangemént would come into force from and after the rst August. 

2nd. I not only receive and despatch the local mails, but I have full 
control over all foreign mail matter passing to andfrom this port. It must 
therefore be obvious to all, that I am not only a responsible, but trusted 
person. 
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3rd. The “ Wuhu Stamps” are received and recognized as “ Official” 
by all of the local offices in China, in the same manner as stamps from 
Shanghai and the other treaty ports are accepted by this office. In confir- 
mation of the above, I send you six covers, which you will observe have 
‘with the Wuhu stamps” passed through several of the local offices out here 

Mr. Eaton in his letter to your paper of the 7th July, 1894, makes the 
following statement i.e.: However in justice it should be said, that the 
meeting did finally endorse him (Mr. Gregson) as postmaster. And again 
in your April number the same gentleman writes: That he is quite willing to 
admit that the stamps issued by the Wuhu local post office do ‘ postal duty” 
and he has never denied it. 

After the facts which I have laid before you, coupled with the admis- 
sions of your correspondent, I venture to think that most of the readers of 
your journal will concur with me in thinking that Mr. Eaton has, in the 
present instance, allowed himself somewhat to be carried away in his endeav- 
ors to serve the cause of philately. 

In conclusion let me say the Wuhu local post office still continues to 
thrive, every one seeming well satisfied with the working of same. And 
after al! this is really the main thing. In any case I do not propose to ask 
Mr. Eaton to undo anything he may consider he has done either against this 
office or yet its postmaster. 

Just let me add that had Mr. Eaton in the first instance represented to 
me that he wrote for your journal, and was anxious to supply you with 
information regarding the working of same, I would gladly have done all in 
my power to meet his wishes. Instead of which however it now appears he 
gathered his information from outside sources. If Mr. Eaton feels hurt over 
my letter, he has no one but himself to blame as it must be allowed, that it 
was hardly in the best form to “Open Fire” on this office as he did, and 
that too whilst holding out to me the hand of friendship. 

I am, your obident servant, 
A. KNIGHT GREGSON. 


Detroit, Mich. July roth, 1895. 
Messrs. Scott Stamp & Coin Co., N. Y. 
Gentlemen: 
There has been used at the Post Office this city a provisional ‘* Postage 
Due” stamp for the regular ones of the denominations of 1c and zc and 
I thought an account of them would interest you. 

Saturday, June 22nd, 1895, I got at my place of business the letter 
having affixed the 2c stamp as inclosed (No. 1) I inquired of the Letter 
Carrier the reason for it and was informed that the regular stamp, through 
some oversight, had become exhausted the night before, and a new supply 
had been telegraphed for. 

That evening I fixed up a lot of letters addressed to myself, but the 
result was they were tied in one bundle and delivered Monday morning with 
14c “‘ Postage Due” on as per No. 2. 

Another effort to secure some on Monday morning proved a failure as 
the regular stamps were received Monday and used after the first delivery. 
I learned however from my Letter Carrier that a few yet remained in the 
office, so sent through two letters (No. 3 and 4) one carrier seeing that these 
stamps were used and giving the letters to the other to deliver. Thursday 
June 27th, I was told that one single 1c stamp yet remained and it is on 
number 5 so that these provisional stamps were used from the last delivery 
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June 21st, 1895, to 11 a. m., delivery June 27th, 1895, the latter date being 
without question the very last. 

Their character was recognized by a large number of the few who 
received them and kept for future use. So I have been unable to obtain any 
other, and know of but one other specimen of the 2c. Neither of my Letter 
Carriers were able to obtain specimens until I arranged to secure one letter 
for each in return for their kindness in securing mine. The stamps were 
surcharged in the sheet and used as wanted. 

I have learned that during Saturday June 22d, 1c and 2c stamps with 
“Due ic” and Due 2c written across were used at the sub-stations but I have 
been unable to get or see one; 2c stamps of this kind are the only ones except 
mine I am able to hear of, can get no information of another 2c regularly 
surcharged, and you will notice two 1c stamps are made to do duty. for two 
cents. So Iam inclined to believe true the statement of my carrier that a 
single sheet of 100 stamps were all the 2c issued with the regular surcharge 
“DUE 2.” 

Yours truly, 
Geo, W. RIcE, 
186 East High Street, 
Detroit, Mich. 


STATEN ISLAND PHILATELIC Society, 


Branch of the A. P. A. 





Meetings held the third Thursday of each month, 


> <a ; wee Communications relating to the Exchange Depart 
at 8 o'clock P. M., at Loescher’s Hotel, 36 Canal ment address to Edgar R. Carter, Box 36, Tone ins- 
St., Stapleton, S. 1., N. Y. ville, S. I., N. ¥. 
President, AuGust Dejonce. P ak 
Secretary, Ropert S. LEHMAN. Communications relating to Examination of 
For tt address the Secretary, 9 W. Stamps Department, address Henry Clotz. P. O. 


116th St.. N. Y Box 999, N. Y. City. 
147TH MEETING, HELD JUNE 20TH, 1895. 


The meeting was called to order at 8:25 p. m., with the following mem- 
bers present: 

President August Dejonge in the chair; Messrs. Henry Clotz, R. F. 
Albrecht, Henry Obert, Adolph Lienhardt, Hugo Kessler, Oscar Dejonge, E. 
R. Carter, Dr. R. Roehre, Robert S. Lehman. 

The minutes of the preceding meeting were accepted as read. 

The Executive ( ommittee reports favorably on the nomination of Mrs. 
Cornelius G. Kolff and Mr. Edw. J. Abbott, and upon balloting on the 
names the parties were unanimously elected to membership. 

Mr. Witt presents the Society with an oddity in the shape of a misprint 
of the 1opf. German, present issue, having a bar through the T of the upper 
label Reichspost, a lot of proofs of the 10 cents first issue Netherlands in 
fancy colors, and an impression from the entire original plate of the same 
stamp in gray for the Stamp Album, also a volume of the “Stamps of Lubeck’”’ 
for the Library. 

Mr. Lohmeyer presents the Society with No. 15 and 16 of the “Aonthly 
Bulletin” of the Postal Card Society. 

The thanks of the Society are tendered to the above kind donors. 


The Committee on the new circuit books were discharged with the thanks 
of the Society. 
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Mr. R. F. Albrecht informed the members that he would leave for 
Europe during the coming week. The members assembled wished him a 
very pleasant and safe journey. 

| he meeting was adjourned at 10.15 p. m. 

The next meeting will be held July 18th, 1895. 

Robert S. LEHMAN, Secreéary, 


148TH MEETING OF THE STATEN ISLAND PHILATELIC SOCIETY, 
JuLy 18TH, 1895. 


The Meeting was called to order at 8.15 P. M. with the following mem- 
bers present: 

President August Dejonge in the chair, Messrs. Henry Clotz, Adolph 
Lienhardt, Edgar R. Carter, Oscar Dejonge, Dr. R. Roehre, Henry Obert, 
R. H. Benary, Chas. Horrmann, Hugo Kessler, Otto Credo, Oliver H. 
Griffin and R. S. Lehman. 

The minutes of the previous meeting were read and unanimously 
accepted 

Mr. Henry Clotz proposed for membership Mr. A. Richter. 

Mr. Albrecht presented the Society with a bound and priced copy of his 
Auction Catalogues No. 22 to No. 29; acomplete catalogue of the postage 
stamps of British North America and West Indies; and a catalogue of 
United States Stamps. 

Mr. Lohmeyer presented the Society with the Monthly Bulletin of the 
Postal Card - ociety No. 17. 

The thanks of the Society are presented to the kind donors. 

Mr. Edw. H. Heusinger, our member at San Antonio, Texas, sent a 
communication to the Exchange Manager that he will send us some exchange 
books in the near future, and also notifies the Society of his marriage, on 
which occasion the same sends its best congratulations; the President order- 
ed the members to empty a bumper to the health and future happiness of the 
young couple. 

Mr. Carter proposed that an evening outing, be held during the month 
of August or September, and the President appointed Messrs. Clotz & Carter 
as a committee to consider the matter and see absent members on the subject, 
reporting at the next meeting or before if necessary. 

A communication was received from the Secretary of the National 
Philatelical Society, with resolutions passed at a meeting of said Society 
favoring the ssuing of Periodical and Postage Due stamps for sale to the 
General public by the Postmaster General. The members assembled heartily 
endorsed these resolutions and hope that they will be able to convince the 
Postmaster General of the benefits which would accrue from such action, 

Our member the Rev. E. J. Abbott notifies the Society that he has 
changed his address to Wadhams Mills, Essex Co., N. Y. 

All members who have not sent their photographs for the Society Album 
are respectfully requested to do so at once. 

The meeting adjourned upon motion at rr P. M. The next meeting 
will be held on August sth, 1895. 

ROBERT LEHMAN, 


Secretary. 
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THE METROPOLITAN PHILATETIC CLUB OF SAN ANTONIO. 
Organized Nov. 13, 1894. 
Executive Committee: Epwarp W. Heusincer, President, 


Henry A. Reuss, Vice-President, E. G. Cervantes, Treasurer, 
~ Joun G. Rotn, Secretary, . . Max. E. Jesse, Assistant Secretary 
Literary Board: Cor. Josern Fuynn, U. S. A. Chairman, - 
H. C. Graze, Secretary Jutus Jermy, Librari - 
A A y, A ¢ » Librarian & Correspondent 
Department of Auction, Purchasing, Sale and Exchange: CHARLES ROEMER, Superintendent. 
C. T. Fixcuam, Counterfeit Detector, H. Muvenzenpercer, Attorney. 


MINUTES OF THE EIGHT MEETING, HELD JUNE 6, 1895. 
Was held by invitation of the assistant Secretary, at his residence 115 
San Juan St. , 

The meeting came to order at 9.00 P. M. President Edward W. 
Heusinger presiding, C. T. Fincham, Charles Roemer, Julius Jermy, Max E. 
Jesse, H. D. S umberg, H. Muenzenberger, E. G. Cervantes, F. J. Northrup; 
Henry A. Reuss, John G. Roth, members, Adolph Richter and Henry P. 
Lichte of Dennison, Tex., visitor, in attendance. : 

Minutes Of the last meeting were read and approved, and the Report of 
the Executive Committee was accepted. 

The Librarian reported a number of donations to the Library and upon 
motion of Mr. Cervantes unanimous vote of thanks was extended the donors. 

Mr. Heusinger proposed for active membership Mr. Henry A. Reuss, 
Mr. Roth proposed for corresponding membership Messrs. F. A. “Martins of 
Lisbon, Porugal, and Howard K. Sanderson of Lynn, Mass. No objections 
being made the above candidates were declared elected 

Upon motion of Mr. Fincham, a Committee consisting of H. Muenzen- 
berger, C. T. Fincham, and John G. Roth, was appointed a Committee on 
membership and one consisting of Charles Roemer, Edward C. Jungkind 
and H. Muenzenberger was appointed a Committee on Club Rooms. _ 

After a consideration and discussion with reference to celebrate the first 
anniversary to be held November 13, 1895, a committee consisting of C. T. 
Fincham, E. G. Cervantes, Julius Jermy, the president and secretary, ex- 
officio, was appointed to make arrangements to hold a Philatelic Exhibition, 
Auction Sale and Banquet on that day. 

Upon motion of Mr. Stumberg, duly seconded by Mr. Reuss it was sug- 
gested that the Executive Committee invite the American Philatelic Associa- 
tion to meet in convention in this city in 1896 and the secretary was instruct- 
ed to send a letter of invitation to the convention. 

The balance of the evening was taken up in looking over the collection 
of Mr. Lichte, after which cigars and refreshments were served and beautiful 
recitations on the piano were rendered by Messrs. Jesse and Stumberg. 

Meeting adjourned at 12 p. m. 

Joun G. Rorn, Secretary. 
MINUTES OF THE NINTH MEETING HELD JULY 13, 1895, 


was held in Scholtn’s hall, 109 St. Alamo street. The meeting came to 
order at 8.30 p. m., President Edward W. Heusinger, presiding, Julius Jermy, 
Max E. Jesse, Jos. A. Miiller, F. 1 -Northrup, Henry T. Phelps, Chas. 
Roemer, Henry A. Reuss, John G. Roth, members, C. 5. Ragland, Drs. J. 
P. Roth and Jas. H. Graham, visitors, in attendance. ; 

Minutes of the last meeting were read and approved and the Report of 
the Executive Committee was accepted. 

The Librarian reported several donations and upon motion of Mr. 
Jesse a unanimous vote of thanks was extended the donors. 

Mr. Heusinger proposed for active membership, Mr. Jos. A. Miiller and 
for corresponding membership Dr. J. A. Legrand of Neuilly sur Seine, and 
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Cav. Col. Edoardo De Bartolomeir of Rome; Mr. Roth proposed for active 
membership Mr. Monroe Adler. No objections being made, the above 
candidates were declared elected. 

The resolution of the National Philatelic Society of the City of New 
York was read and upon motion of Mr. Reuss was adopted. 

President Heusinger then made a short speech thanking the members 
for the beautiful present, in the shape of a large oak hat and umbrella _ rack, 
sent him for his wedding on June 15th, last, after which refreshments were 
served. 

A number of valuable stamps were shown, 

Meeting adjourned at 10 p. m. Joun G. Rotn, Secretary, 


NATIONAL PHILATELICAL SOCIETY. 


Organized 1874. Incorporated 1892. 
Meetings held Second and Fourth Tuesdays every month, at Rvom 26, Bible House, at 8 P. M. 
OFFICERS. 
President, J. N. T. Levick, 54 William Street, Secretary, W. F. Grecory, 11 Park Row, New 
New York. fork. 
Treasurer, Max Mevenserc, 58 Eighth Street, Hoboken, N. J 
COMMITTEES. 


C. Muecxe, ( R. P. Spooner, 
Entertainment < R. R. BoGEert, Finance~ M. C. Berierscn, 
(H GrReMMeEL. (J. S$. Ricu, 
( Geo, Eseruarnt, ( Josten RecHERT, 
House< Geo. R. TuTrre, Memdbership~< C. L. Moreau, 
G. W. D. rITTENTON. (H. Corin. 
Librarian, J. S. Ricu, 489 Manhattan Avenue, Exchange Manager, G. W. D. Crittenton, 208 
New York West End Ave., New York. 


June 11th, 1895. 

The 4oth meeting of the Corporation and 288th of the Society was called 
to order by the Secretary, President Levick being absent. 

Mr. R. R. Bogert was chosen as President pro fem. 

Present, Messrs, Andreini, Bogert, Crane, A. F. Gregory, Hobby, 
Hornberger, Luff, Perrin, Rich and Siddall. Mr. Xavier Cukier was present 
as a visitor. 

Minutes of last meeting read and approved. 

Upon motion of Mr. Luff, seconded by Mr. Rich, the following resolu- 
tions were adopted and the Secretary instructed to forward copies to other 
Societies and request their co-operation. Also to send a copy to the Post- 
master General. 

Whereas, There is a patriotic desire on the part of American stamp col- 
lectors to possess sets of all stamps issued by our Government, especially the 
new series of Periodical and Postage Due stamps; 

Whereas, There seems to be no valid reason why these stamps should 
not be sold at face value by the Post Office Department; 

Whereas, The sale of these Periodical and Postage Due stamps would 
afford a very considerable source of revenue to the Government; therefore, 
be it 

Resolved by the National Philatelical Society, that the Postmaster General 
be respectfully requested to carefully consider the advisability of putting the 
same on sale. 

Resolved, That copies of these resolutions be sent to the various philatelic 
societies in this country for their consideration and co-operation. 
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The discussion of speculative stamps, being in order, resulted in the 
adoption of the following resolutions and the appointment of the following 
representative collectors and dealers to act in sympathy with the London 
Committee on speculative stamps. 

Whereas, It is the sense of this meeting of members of the National 
Philatelical Society that “the great increase in the production of speculative 
stamps for sale to collectors threatens to have a very serious effect upon the 
collection of genuine postal issues throughout the world”; 

Resolved, That the National Philatelical Society expresses its sympathy 
with the initiatory work of the two London committees, and hereby offers its 
co-operation and the co-operation of its individual members in the suppression 
of unnecessary and speculative issues. 

( Messrs. J. M. ANDREINI, 
“ _R. R. BoGert, 
G. B. CALMAN, 
ALVAH DAVISON, 
Committee, + “_H. E. Deats, 
Wm. HERRICK, 
“ _F. W. Hunter, 
“Jos. S. Ricu, 

| “ Joun WaLTER Scort. 

Upon motion duly carried the use of the Society’s room was tendered 
for a meetingto form a branch of the American Philatelic Association. New 
members: were proposed by Wm. Krassa, John B. Brevoort, 3 Broad St., Wm. 
Crane, A. J. Gallier, Bayonne, N J.; Wm. Gregory, Herman Stein, 187 Pearl 
St., Xavier Cukier 631 Park Ave., as active members, and as corresponding 
members by Mr. Crane, Geo. E. Boynton, Baltimore, Md. By Mr. Gregory, 
Albert M. Young, Bay Shore, N. Y. 

Adjourned 10.30. W. F. Grecory, Secretary. 





41ST MEETING HELD JULY, 9TH. 


The 41st meeting of the corporation and 289th of the Society was called 
to order by President Levick, at 8:15 

Present Messrs. Andreini, Bogert, Berlepsch, Bruner, Grevning, W. F. 
Gregory, Hornberger, Levick, Luff, Perrin, Rich, J. W. Scott, and G. R. 
‘Tuttle. 

Walter S. Scott present as a visitor. 

Minutes of last meeting passed without reading. 

The Librarian moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Grevning for a complete 
file of “ The Stamp” which was passed unanimously. 

The Secretary read letters from the Philatelic Society, New York, in 
response to the resolutions passed at the meeting of June rith, stating their 
sympathy and co-operations in the subjects presented. 

Letters ordered placed on file. 

Mr. J. N. Luff read a paper on “ The Higher Values of the 1872 Issue.” 

The paper showed a careful study of the subject from first principles 
and the conclusions reached must certainly help to settle some of the ques- 
tions concerning secret marks on the 1872 issue which now so greatly agitate 
the philatelic mind. 

It was listened to with great interest and the stamps shown to illustrate 
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the Points made, added greatly to the value of the reading. 

A vote of thanks was extended to Mr. Luff. 

The following were admitted to membership. As active members, 
John. Brevoort, Archibald Walpole Craigie, Adolph Dittmar, Walter E. 
Faber, A. J. Gallier, Herman Stein, Albert M. Young. 

As corresponding members, Geo. E. Boynton, F. Lancaster. 

Adjourned 10:00 


W. F. Grecory, Secretary. 


THE PRESENT CONDITION OF THE 4 P. A. 


We have felt for some time that the A. P. A. was being run for the bene- 
fit of one particular member or firm, and for that reason we have not shown 
the interest in the Association which would be expected from the largest 
dealers in the United States. In order to show that we had not entirely 
forgotten our connection with the A. P. A., Mr. Henry L. Calman, manager 
of our business, wrote a letter which is given below in exéenso to Mr. J. D. 
Rice, the chairman of the Literary Board, expecting that such letter would 
be published in the July Circular of the Association. The circular duly 
reached us on publication, and to oursupprise the letter, which was in fact 
a circular to the members, was omitted and our Mr. Calman immediately 
wrote to Mr. Rice, asking an explanation. To his surprise he has received 
the following letter : 

“DEAR Sir :—Replying to yours of the 2oth in relation to the non- 
appearance of your letter in the July circular, I am as much in darkness on 
the subject as yourself. The letter was sent with other matter to the printers 
for publication. 

The Literary Board are supposed to insert whatever matter they deem 
proper, but why the printers did not use your letter is a mystery to me, and 
will be duly investigated. 

Respectfully, 
J. D. Rice, Chairman. 


The Official Circular of the A. P. A. is printed by the C. H. Mekeel 
Stamp Publishing Co., which is the party whom we have suspected for some 
time of running the A. P. A. as an advertising branch of its business. They 
appear to feel so secure in their position, that they have positively had the 
impudence to omit from the Official Circular a letter sent to them for pub- 
lication by the Chairman of the Literary Board. 

We hope that the Annual Convention, to be held at Clayton, will take 
cognizance of the action of the guilty members, and it appears to us that 
almost no punishment is sufficiently severe for so glaring an abuse of the 
confidence which has been reposed in them. 

We publish herewith the letter referred to above : 


Mr. J. D. Rice, Chairman, 
Editorial Department, American Philatelic Association. 


DEAR SiR :—For some time I have noticed that the Sales Department of 
the A. P. A. has advertised stamps at prices which led me to believe that the 
stamps were counterfeits, reprints, or, at any rate, such. as could not under 
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any seaiaibiiiieas be offered to the members of the Association with its 
guarantee. I therefore carefully looked through the last list published in 
May, and wrote to Mr. G. D. Mekeel, the Sales Superintendent, for certain 
stamps advertised. As a result I received lot No. 384, Portugal 1853 10or 
unused, which was a reprint; lot No. 392 Argentine 10c, 1864, imperforate, 
with margins so small that it could have been trimmed from any per- 
forated specimen ; lot No. 404, Bergedorf 4s cancelled, with a fraudulent 
cancellation. I also asked for certain other lots, ‘which, however, ap- 
pear to have been sold 

The three items mentioned above are to prove to you, that the depart- 
ment in question is not run as it should be run, and that it should be placed 
in the hands of somebody who is really an expert on the question of the 
genuineness of stamps. It would, indeed be an outrage on our members if 
they were to purchase such high- priced specimens from the Association with 
the idea that purchasing in this way is a guarantee of the genuineness of the 
articles thus obtained, and, later on, in five or ten years, w hen they come to 
sell their collections, find that they ‘have been imposed on, and that their 
money has been thrown away. 

I have heard a great deal for the last seven or eight years about the 
attempts of the east to obtain the office in the Association, but, as an honest 
expression of opinion, I wish to state here, that there is not a single dealer in 
the west who would be considered an expert on stamps anywhere outside of 
his own borough. It must not be supposed that my intention in writing this 
letter is to obtain control of the department in question, as I am not a candi- 
date for any office, nor would I accept any. I merely wish to call the atten- 
tion of the members at large to the absolute necessity for their own protection 
of obtaining for this office a man who is thoroughly versed in all questions of 
counterfeits and who is able to distinguish a reprint from an original speci- 
men. Yours truly, 


Henry L. CALMAN. 


A GRAND FIND. 


We present to our readers, with this number, a photograph of the 
finest lot of St. Louis stamps that has been discovered in over twenty years, 
consisting of four 5 cent, three 10 cent and two 20 cent stamps. The entire 
lot was found in a Western city, and the finder was well rewarded for his 
trouble. The history of the St. Louis stamps has been so thoroughly venti- 
lated by Mr. J. K. Tiffany that but little can be added, but fortunately, the 
present lot will clear up in part the mystery of the relative position of the 
various stamps onthe plate. One of the letters in the photograph shows 
three stamps in one block, namely, two roc and one 5c, and it shows that 
the different dies of the same value were placed over one another, and also 
that Die B of the 10c was above Die c. 

The 20c stamps plainly show the traces of the erasure of the “5 ” from 
the plate and the fact that all the 5c stamps are of Die A confirms the theory 
that Dies B and c of the 5c were used in preparing the 20c stamps. 

In our next number we hopeto solve the entire question of the con- 
struction of the plate from which the St, Louis stamps were printed. 
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